North Carolina High School Athletic Association

Physical Address | 222 Finley Golf Course Road, Chapel Hill, NC 27517
Mailing Address | P.O. Box 3216, Chapel Hill, NC 27515

Phone 919-240-7401 Fax 919-240-7399

NCHSAA HALL OF FAME NOMINATION FORM

{PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION)

1. NOMINEE INFORMATION

INAME Hunter Jerry Wade

LAST FiRST MIDDLE NICKNANE

: . N

ADORESS 607 Hallsville Road, Beulaville, North Carolina 28518

STREET oY STATE 71P CODE
ace _60 oate OF BRTH (022230951 o ace oF girTH _Duplin County, North Carolina
TELEPHONE WORK | ) HOME [ DECeasep: _Yes (07/0122011)

YESINO

NAME OF HIGHSCHoOL, _East Duplin High School YEAR GRADUATED ! 969
NAME OF coLLege East Carolina Universily YEARGRADUATED 2”3

ADDITIONAL DEGREES (MASTERS, DCCTORATE, ETC.}
** *IF NOMINEE 1S DECEASED, GIVE DATE OF DEATH AND FILL IN SECTIONfi***

[Il. NEAREST RELATIVE

NAME Hunter Judy Smith wife

LAST FIRST MIDDLE RELATIONSHIP
Aooress 607 Hallsville Road, Beulaville, North Carolina 28518

STREET Ity STATE 21P CODE
TELEPHONE. WORK (°10,296-9838 HOME {3 210-290-0473

il SPONSOR INFORMATION (PERSON MAKING NOMINATION)

NAME Holley Baule

LAST FIRST MIDOLE
ADDRESS 394 N. NC 111 Hwy, Beulaville, NC 28518

STREET ay STATE ZIP CODE
TELEPHONE WORK (9101298-4439 HOME {1910-289-1424

TITLE/POSITION Athletic Direclor; Head Football Coach

SCHOOL SYSTEM/D“P““ County 5chools
SIGNATURE Mﬁ)\ / OATE _08 ; 07; 2023
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(

V. PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

IN CHART BELOW, PLEASE LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY THE NOMINEE'S POSITION
{COACH, PRINCIPAL, ETC.) AND OTHER APPROPRIATE DATA

SCHOOL OR COACHING
POSITION DATES SYSTEM HONORS RECORDS
Head JV Girls 1675-1980 East Duplin High School 3711
Basketball Coach
. "*See attached
Head Vars|ty 1075-1997 East Duplin High Schoal for detailed fist of 248171
Softhall Cdach honors™
Head JV .
Football C‘[) oen | 1984-1990 East Duplin High School 36-18-1
! ' **See aflached
Head Va .
Girls Bask tl!:)all Coach 1981-2008 East Duplin High School I:)r delailed lis! of 509-192
| onors*™*

Director 04 Athletics ~ : 1991-2008

East Duplin High School

Head Boys Golf Coach | 1957-2010

East Dupiin High School

Head Girls Golf Coach

East Duplin High School

h——_"———_-m‘

—y

CIVIC/CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES (iNCLUDE CHURCH, CIVIC OR CHARITABLE INVOLVEMENT)

. Member, De nday School Teacher. Member of Adult Choir - Beulaville Baptist Church (1951-2011)
. ;;;L;; ;:i;i - Town_of Beulaville (1975-1991)

W™

P id ident, Chai

(%]

Sponsat. East Duplin High School Fellowship of Christian Athletes (1975-2011)

. Beulavifle Volunteer Fire Department ( 1973-1980)

=]

. Eastem Baptist Associalion, Hurricane Disaster Relief Volunteer

~
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HONORS
{PLEASE £IST - ONCRS EARNED IN COLLEGE, POST GRADUATE WORK, AWARDS FROM CIVIC CLUBS, ETC. }
(EXANPLE: PHI BETA KAPPA, MAGNA CUM LAUDE, JAYCEE PERSON OF THE YEAR, ETC.)

tnlais Dirapinrs Associatinn Hall of Fame (2013}
2. EastD _plin High Scroct aihletic facilities named the “Jerry W, Hunter Athletic Complex” (2004)

3. Basketbai coutt gt £zt Duslin High Schoo! named "Jeny Hunter Court” (2004}

4. lnaugural memner. £zst Ouplia High School Athletic Hall of Fame (2011)
5. Membey NCHSAA "Aak of Caampions:

6. _Cegified Ashlat e Aiministalon ()
7. Head Girs Baskethall Coacn Norh Carelina Stale Games ()

8. Girls Basketball Coacn, 1552 East/West All-Star Game
9. Girs Basketba® Cuzcn, 1992 Nerth Carolina/South Caralina All-Star Game
10. Past President & Board Member, North Carolina Coaches Association

V. PHOTOGRAFE &

ATTACH A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE NOMINEE
(preferably head and shoulder shot, wallet size)

VI. SUPPORT OF CANDIDACY

Using whatever supportive data you may wish, please describe the activities and accomplishments of this candidale which make
him/her a viable candidate for the North Carolina High School Athletic Association rialt of Fame. Pizase remember that only thorough
and complele documentation will be considered. Two letters of recommendation {minimum) viill be necessary, and newspaper articles,
elc., in support may also be submitled.

The committee shali ssex to nonor those who have direcily influenced the history and evolution of the North Carolina High School
Athletic Association. Attachments are considered appropriate.

FOR OFFICE USE: DATE RECEIVED
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CONFERENCE CONFERENCE
SEASON WIN% REGULAR ~ TOURNAMENT FLAYOFFNOTES AWARDS  SCASOH
SEASON, RESULT Tt
1st game as
1981-82 20-5 0.800 2nd Runner-up - - head coach
12/1/81
1982-83 4-14 0.222 9th & - -
1983-84 8-13 0.381 7th - - -
1984-85 17-6 0.739 2nd Champions Sectional runner-up AAGEFT
= of the year
1985-86 22-3 0.880 2nd Champions Sectional runner-up -
' imigon | T
1986-87 18-6 0.750 3rd - Sectional champions |Star Coach of
was State
the year
runner-up
3/4 losses to
E Sectional champions; | ECC Coach | Clinton who
L e U Lst S Regional runner-up | of the year was State
runner-up
3/6 losses to
1988-89 20-6 0.769 2nd Runner-up Sectional runner-up - Clinton who
| was State
champion
4/5 losses to
Sectional champions; Clinton who
1989-90 25-5 0.833 2nd Runner-up Regional runner-up - was State
champion
Sectional appearances
(5/9 seasons);
o : Sectional Runner-up Coach of the
1980s Champions (1); Champions (2); ; -
TOTAL 158-62  0.718 Second (5) Runner-up (¢) (3x),. Sectional year (3/9
Champions (3x); East  seasons)
Regienal Finals
appearances (2x)




SEASON WIN% REGULAR TOURNAMENT PLAYOFENOTES AWARDS EL'QST%
! SEASON RESULT A
Sectional champions; Beat Clinton to
| . Regional champions; | ECC Coach | advance to 1st
1990-91 2??3 0-500 lst SLEU T State Championship | of the year State
| runner-up championship
Lost in Eastern
| : Sectional champions; Finals to
1991-92 236 0.793 1st Champions Regional runner-up - Farmville who
was state
runner-up
1992-93 22-7 0.759 2nd Champions Sectional runner-up -
1993-94 24-4 0.857 1st Runner-up Sectional champions EASAS Ty
| of the year
Lost in Eastern
Regionals to
199495 | 243 | 0889 1st Champions | Sectional champions | Eoo <92 | oW Guilford
of the year
who was State
runner up
1995-96 26-1 0.963 1st Champions Sectional champions -
1996-97 25:2 0.926 1st Champions Sectional runner-up SO
of the year
Sectional champions; | ECC & Daily 1st State
1997-98 29-0 1.000 1st Champions Regional champions; | News Coach | Championship
STATE CHAMPIONS | of the year | in ED history
1998-99 4-19 0.174 7th - 5 -
1999-00 19-6 0.760 1st - Sectional semi-finals -
Sectional appearances
(9/10 seasons);
Sectional Runner-up
(2x); Sectional
1990s 223151 e Champions (8); Champions (7); Ch:mplo)r.ls E(ﬁltl D (?55.3; 5
TOTAL 5 : Second (1) Runner-up (1) 3 a-so AR 'as year
Regional Finals seasons)
appearances (3x);
State Championship
Games (2x); State
Champions (1)




1 CONFERENCE CONFERENCE
SEASON RECORD WIN% REGULAR TOURNAMENT FLAYOFENOTES ~AWARDS  Suoobr
| SEASON. RESULT
Lost in Eastern
: ' . Finals to E.
2000-01 | 236 | 0.793 st Runner-up S;;;ﬁ)‘:';f:ﬂ:epf’:; - Alamance who
was State
, runner-up
2001-02 18-5 0.783 1st Runner-up Sectional semi-finals -
2002-03 216 0.840 2nd - Sectional semi-finals -
2003-04 11-15 0.423 6th - - -
2004-05 8-15 0.348 4th & & -
2005-06 9-14 0.391 Sth & S S
2006-07 1749 0.654 4th - Sectional semi-finals -
2007-08 1519 0.625 2nd - Sectional semi-finals | Final season
Sectional appearances
- (5/10 seasons);
20005 o iqles  ge2a CRRMPIORS() o rerup(@)  Sectional Champlons :
TOTAL Second {2) A
(1); East Regional
Finals appearances (1)




CONFERENCE  CONFERENC

DECADE RECORD WIN% REGULAR ~ TOQURNAMENT PLAYOFF NOTES AWARDS
SEASON PLACE RESULT
Sectional appearances (5/9 seasons);
Champions (1); | Champions (2); Sectional Runner-up (3); Sectional
L 158-62 0.718 Second (5) Runner-up (4) Champions (3); East Regional Finals Coach of the Year (3)
appearances (2)
Sectional appearances (9/10 seasons);
. ) B Sectional Runners-up (2); Sectional
1990s 223-51 0.814 Champions (8); | Champions (7); Champions (6/10 seasons); East Regional Coach of the Year (5)
Second (1) Runner-up (1) ) L .
Finals appearances (3); State Championship
game appearances (2); State Champions (1)
. . Sectional appearances (5/10 seasons);
2000s 141.85 | oepa | Champions(2) | o erup(2) |Sectional Champions (1); East Regional Finals 2
Second (2)
appearances (1)
CAREER Regular Season Tournament 8 Time Coach of the
. M q H
ToTALs  0%205 0730 opompions (1)  Champions (9) SECTIONALS: Year
_ Appearances (19/27); Runner-up (5);
Second Place (8)  Runner-up (7} Champions (10)
3rd Place or better
20 of 27 seasons REGIONALS:
Appearances (10); Runner-up (4);
Champions (2}
STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS:
Appearances (2); Champions (1)
-




AWARDS

s J;-__

Sacond (2)

Champions (1); East Regional Finals appesrances (1)

£ SR G (TR 57
15t season as
= ul i R = -
1981-82 205 | 0800 and unner-up Varsity Head Coach
1982-83 414 | 0.222 Sth - - -
1983-84 8-13 | 0.381 7th - - .
198485 17-6 | 0.739 and Champlons Sectional runner-up Eee Co:::rof the
1985-85 [72-3_| 0.880 2nd Chamgions Sectiona) runner-up ) - _
1986-87 18-6 | 0.750 3rd Sectional champians Wilmington Star | 2/6 losses to Clinton who
coach of the year wai S1a1e nmner-ug
1987-88 24-4 | 0.857 1st Runngr-up Sectional champions; Reglonal runner-up ECC Coach of the | 3/4 losses to Clinton who
year was State runner-up
1988-89 206 | 0.769 2nd Runner-up Sectional runner-up ; 3/6 losses to Clinton who
was State champion
1585-90 25.5 0833 2nd Runner-up Sectional champions; Regional runner-up 2 475 lasses to Ointon who
was State champion
Sectional appearances (5/9 seasons); Sectional Runner-up
Champions (1); Champions {2); N v, - = Coach of the year
1980s TOTAL  158-62 0718 Second (5) 3 roup (4] {3x); Sectional Champions (3x); East Regional Finals {3/9 sessons)
appearances {2x)
. Sectional champions; Regional chammoas; State £CC Coach of the | Beat Clinton to advance to
19SS 27-3 |/0.900 L Champions Championship runner-up year 15t State championship
Lost in Eastern Finals to
1991-92 236 (0793 st Champions Sectional champions; Regional runner-ug - Farmville who was state
runner-up
1992-93 23—7 0.759 ind Chamgions Sectional runner-up -
1993-94 24-4 | 0857 1st Runner-up Sectional champions ECC co:::rof the
Lost in Eastern Regionals to
1594-95 24-3 | 0.889 Ist Champions Sectional champions ECC Coach of the SW Guilford who was State
year
runner up
1995-96 26-1 | 0963 1st Champions Sectional chamgions -
1996-97 252 | 0926 st Champions Sectional runner-up s c?e‘:r"’ L
Y . Sectional champions; Regicnal champions; STATE ECC & Daily News
1997-98 29-0 | 1.000 1st Champions c SIONS Coach of the year
1998-99 '2-19 0.174 7th - . =
1959-00 19-6 | 0.760 15t Sectional semi-finals
Sectional sppesrances (9/10 )% S | Runner-
Champions (8); Champions {7); up [2x); Sectional Crampians {§/10 ); East Coach of the year
1990s TOTAL  223-51 08M . (1) Runnerup(l) Reghonal Finsls appenrances {3u); Stste Champlorship (5/10 seasons)
Games (2x); State Champlons {1)
! Lost in £astern Finals to E.
2000-01 236 | 0793 1st Runner-ug Sectional chamgpions; Regional runner-up Alamante who was State
funner-up
2001-02 |18-5 | 0.783 15t Runner-up Sectianal semi-finals .
2002-03 |21-6 | 0840 2nd - Sectlonat seml-finals
2003-04 11-15 | 0423 6th - - .
2004-05 3-15 | 0.348 4th - - -
2005-06 9-14 § 0.30 5th - -
2006-07 17-9 | 0.654 4th - Sectional semi-finals -
2007-08 158 | 0.625 2nd - Sectional semi-finals Final season
2 o -'l:i‘l' 85 0624 Champions {2}; G rup{2) Sectional appearances {5/10 seatons); Sectionsl 3




CONFERENC

EoSEASON O WINS LOSSES MWMMI%F SEASON NOTES ‘ ,5 RD
PLACE %
1975-76 10 4 2 - N
- 1976-77 12 5 2 R
1977-78 15 4
1978-79 11 3 2 East Central Conference Coach of the Year
1979-80 7 11 7
1980-81 5 11 8
1981-82 6 12 8
1982-83 10 8 2
1983-84 10 8 3
1984-85 19 3 2 Conference Tournament Champions
1985-86 20 z) 2 Eastern Finals Runner-up
1986-87 15 5 2 1st Round State Playoffs East Central Conference Coach of the Year
1987-88 7 6 4
1988-89 14 3 1st Round State Playoffs East Central Conference Coach of the Year
1989-90 13 3 2 1st Round State Playoffs
1990-91 7 10 3 2nd Round State Playoffs
1991-92 9 8 4
1992-93 11 10 3 Conference Tournament Runner-up; 1st Round State
Playoffs
1993-94 11 7 2 1st Round State Playoffs
1994-95 11 12 4
1995-96 15 6 3 2nd Round State Playoffs
1996-97 11 11 3 1st Round State Playoffs
2-Time
TOTAL 249 153 Conference 9 Playoff Appearances 3-Time East Central Conference Coach of the Year




July 30, 2023

Pamela 7. Edwards
323 Willard Edwards Road
Beulaville, NC 28518

Ms. Que Tucker

North Carolina High School Athletic Association
PO Box 3216

Chapel Hill, NC 27515

Dear Ms. Tucker:

it gives me great pleasure to recommend a dedicated member of the Duplin County Community
and more particularly to the East Duplin High School Community as a nominee to the North
Carolina High School Athletic Association as a candidate for the athletic association Hall of
Fame. Jerry Hunter became a legend to the community because of all the extra effort and

heart that he brought to the community.

| am quite sure that others can tell you about his efforts as a coach. In girls’ basketball he had
an overall win lose record of 554-205 and he won a state championship in 1998, won
conference championships 11 times, 9 conference tournament championships, 19 sectional
games, 10 regional championships and one state champion runner up. That does not even
refer to the outstanding record in girls’ softball. He basically built the girls softball program. He
also started the girls’ golf program to offer a variety to the girls in the district.

He was a wonderful coach who taught his girls integrity and honor. Mr. Hunter dedicated his
entire life to making a difference in the life of his players. Perhaps | knew him better as an
athletic director than as a coach. We worked closely together for over 25 years. As the city
county athletic director, | called on Jerry many times to assist us in doing the right thing for
athletes and coaches. He was always the first to the table when we discussed realignment,
coaching salaries, academic requirements, and expansion programs. You could always count on
him to do what was best for the entire county not just the East Duplin family. He served on
many realignment committees for the association and served on many other committees for
the association. He was instrumental in bringing our county up to date on the sports medicine
front. You could never go over to the high school during the summer without seeing him on a
sports field grooming and mowing fields that he had basically built. | counted him among my
most valuable colleagues and friends.

The North Carolina High School Athletic Association would be honoring one of the most
valuable coaches and athletic directors in North Carolina to recognize the accomplishments of



Mr. Jerry Hunter. | sincerely hope that you will consider all the accomplishments Mr. Hunter
has made to athletics but most of all the dedication and strength he instilled in his athletes and
students during his life. His achievements have been unmatched in this community.

Sincerely,

Pamela T Edwards
District 2
Duplin County Board of Education Member



|
Dear WCHSAA Hali of Fame Selection Committee,

| I have the honor and pleasure to write on behalf of Jerry Hunter. Mr. Hunter’s
coaching record speaks for itself as he won over 600 girls’ basketball games as well as the State
Championship in 1998, not to mention the many victories he coached in softball, golf, and
footb. . 1. Instead of talking about his game victories, | would like to offer my perspective from
watching Mr. Hunter from 1986-89 as a student and from being his colleague and friend from
199542011.
Mr. Hunter to me was the epitome of what the perfect coach should be. He was
ultra-gcompetitive and always did things the right way. He pushed his players to do the right
things on and off the court and always held them accountable for their actions. Even though he
was tpugh on his players, he never let them forget how much he loved them and always worked
tirelessly studying other teams to give his teams the advantage.
Mr. Hunter believed that championships were won with players that had integrity.
He would rather have a player with integrity over one with amazing talent and no integrity. He
woulr:l say players with integrity will not break when put into a pressure situation. I took this
advige to heart during my coaching years. Whenever it came down to which player to cut, I
always kept the one that would do the right thing. | would always think, “What would Mr.
Hunter tell me to do.” Even though he passed away more than 10 years ago, I still ask myself
what would Mr. Hunter do because I always want to make him proud.
Mr. Hunter believed in helping others and he always wanted the best for East
Duplin High School. [ was able to witness the countless hours that he devoted not only to
coaching but also to being the school’s athletic director. During his tenure as AD, he helped

finish the football fieldhouse, build a new home side bleacher for the football, build a baseball




field (

previously, the football and baseball teams shared the same field), install irrigation to all

sport fields (softball, football, baseball), and numerous other projects. Mr. Hunter worked to

instill

pride into every aspect of athletics at East Duplin High School. He made sure that every

program. trom girl’s golf to football were treated equally and fairly, no matter if they were a

money sport or not. Mr. Hunter pushed his coaches to do the right things and to hold their

playess to a higher standard. He insisted that drug testing of student athletes be implemented in

Dupli

h County. As AD, Mr. Hunter would always be the first one to meet coaches after a game

and tetl them how proud of them he was, win or lose. Mr. Hunter just did things the right way

and iff anyone has every bled East Duplin blue, it was him!

even
thing
valen
meals
you \

help

teach
High
gotte

hard

As good of a coach, teacher, and athletic director as Mr. Hunter was, he was an
better person, mentor, and friend. He was one of those people that always did the little

5 to make those around him feel important, special, and loved. 1 can remember him buying
tines filled with chocolate candies for his players and teachers. Not to mention, buying

5 for colleagues, just because and always providing encouraging words and listening as if
vere the most important person in the world. He would always be the first to volunteer to
and he always treated everyone the way he would want to be treated.

Mr. Hunter was very special to me as he was to countless players, coaches, and
ers. He impacted my life in so many ways and has done so many things for East Duplin
School. | am sure there are many accolades and accomplishments that Mr, Hunter has

n through the years that ] am not aware of. However, his kindness, fairness, genuine love,

work. willingness to listen and to help, are still having an impact not only on sports but also

on the lives of coaches and players even today. 1 believe Mr. Hunter is an excellent nominee for

the |

dall of Fame as he is already a Hall of Famer in life.




Respettfully,

Kirk Kennedy
East Duplin Coach 1995 - 2019




Juues (Goaonty Publts Sehoots

?Be The One”

December 2, 2022

Que¢ Tucker, Commissioner

North Carolina High School Athletic Association
P.G, Box 3216

Chapel Hill, NC 27515

Dear Commissioner Tucker:

This letter recommends Mr. Jerry Hunter as a candidate for the NCHSAA Hall of
e. Mr. Hunter was committed to athletics, the success of East Duplin High
ool’s athletic programs, and mentoring young coaches and young student-
athletes. Mr. Hunter made great strides in improving the athletic facilities at

East Duplin High School and ran a top-notch girls' basketball program.

The East Duplin community is very proud of Mr. Hunter and his work to improve
t Duplin and its student-athletes. He was a great organizer and thinker and
sought to bring community partners to the effort to enhance East Duplin’s
athletic programs. The significant improvements he is recognized for are the
improvement to the high school athletic facilities. However, his most important
cortribution were his efforts with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes,
devieloping the character within his student-athletes, and expectations for each of
the! school’s athletic program’s coaches to lead and coach with integrity.

As a young football and baseball coach, I appreciated his guidance and

torship. Mr. Hunter always gave young coaches the time and attention

n ded to keep them headed down the right path and ensure their success. 1 was
one of many young coaches Coach Hunter took under his wing and supported,
guided, and made better. It is an aspect of leadership we need to make more time
for|as our world gets busier and busier. Mr. Hunter knew these moments with
young coaches were essential to building a culture and a program a community
could be proud of.

Mn. Hunter aiso knew that rural eastern North Carolina athletic programs must
rely on a collaborative, supportive community to ensure a quality athletic
program. That is what he built as an athletic director. He always emphasized to
coaches the need to support the community and the parents by modeling the way.
He understood that a coach’s actions said more than our words. He expected us
to operate in that fashion because Coach Hunter knew our character was as
important as our won-loss percentage in our community.

Dr. Ben Thigpen, Superintendent * 320 West Jones Street Trenton, NC 28585
Office: 252-448-2531 Fax; 252-448-1394
www jonesnc.net




Many of the girls who played for him note the same thing. They often reference
Coach Hunter, reflect on the memories and the lessons learned, and see the value
of the experience of being part of his program. It was also what he expected from

every one of his coaches.
Plzle consider Mr. Jerry Hunter, a candidate for the North Carolina High School
Athletic Association Hall of Fame. Duplin County athletics and the East Duplin
community are better because of the dedication of Mr. Jerry Hunter. I am
pleased to support him as a candidate for the North Carolina Athletic Association
Ha]} of Fame. He was an exemplary athletic director who improved people,
programs, athletics, and our community.

Dr. Ben Thigpen, Superintendent » 320 West Jones Street Trentan, NC 28585
Office: 252-448-2531 Fax; 252-448-1394

www.jonesnc.net




|
NoveLnber 18,2022

RE: | Coach Jerry W. Hunter

It is my highest honor to provide a letter of support for Coach Hunter’s nomination
to the NCHSAA Hall of Fame. [ can think of no one who exemplifies what it means
to be|a coach who influenced so many young people’s lives on and off the field or
court, His dedication to the success of his student athletes throughout his entire
career is a testament to the character he displayed day in and day out. He showed a
genujne enthusiasm and interest in every aspect of his athlete’s lives with the sole
purpose of making us successful, respectful and caring human beings.

From a personal standpoint, without any doubt, if it were not for Coach Hunter’s
persiFtent devotion to my success as a scholar athlete, [ would not be the person |
am today. He saw the potential in me and pushed me in ways that I know prepared
me for more than just sports. We tend to understand life in hindsight and as I've
aged| I see more and more just how impactful his involvement in my life has been.
The jessons learned and the work ethic he instilled in me as an athlete and a student,
has guided me throughout the years. With great confidence, I can attest that his
invo]vement in my life has been a gateway to the success and opportunities I’ve been
blessed to experience. He opened my eyes to opportunities that me, as a young,
black country girl simply, did not know existed for me. He has motivated me to
shaqu these opportunities with other young people. He did it the right way and so
many young women and men have benefited from the mere fact this sweet, gentle,
amaging man took the time to care about us outside of “just sports”. Sports can be
a means to a good life but without the proper guidance from that special person,
somg people miss that opportunity. I along with many more East Duplin High
School athletes were blessed to have had that special individual. Mr. Jerry W.
Hunter is more than deserving of this honor. I wish he were here to receive it. He
is syrely missed but his legacy will live on forever by the student athletes he guided
throughout his entire career.

Irish J. Hamilton
East Duplin High School
ClaTs of 1986




November 22, 2022

Chris Whaley
229 Raland Batchelor Road
Beulaville, Nc 28519

NCHSAA Hall of Fame Committee

Dear Gommittee,
i am writing this letter in support of Jerry Hunter being nominated to the NCHSAA Hall of Fame.

1 would assume this honor is given to coaches in North Carolina who have been successful, winning
more than losing, on the field or on the court. | know Coach Hunter and one of his giris’ basketball
teams|won a State Championship at East Duplin Highschool. To my knowledge this is the only team
sport State Championship East Duplin Highschool has achieved to date. As a past high school athlete and
currerit spectator, supporter and just a fan of High School sports, | now understand what an
accomplishment a State Championship is in any high school sport. Especially, given the number of
talented coaches and players in North Carolina. !t takes the best coaching and the most talented
athletes to have a chance at winning a State Championship. East Duplin High Schools State
Championship in Girls Basketball, in my mind, should be enough for Coach Hunter to be inducted into
the NCHSAA Hall of Fame.

| know Coach Hunter coached several sports in his career at East Duplin High School. 1 am not sure
aboutlhis lifetime win/loss record while coaching East Duplin athletics, however, | can elaborate on my
persopal experience as a player for him. | had Jerry Hunter as a JV football coach in the late 80's. | wish |
could remember our record wins/loses; we were not bad, but | know we did not come close to winning
any kind of State Championship. As | have grown older and would like to think wiser, | can look back and
see that Coach Hunter coached/taught me so much more than X’'s and O’s in football. He taught me
somel|life lessons that have stuck with me through life so far.

Hard work will make you better

If youllose be gracious

If you|win be humble

Nevef quit

Push to get the most out of people
Give everyone a chance to succeed

You can count on other people




You need to have fun at whatever you are doing
| could continue this list, but | will get to what feel is the most important.

As | reflect as a player for Coach Hunter, | realize he was coaching/teaching me, as well as all the other
male and female athletes to be good Godly people more than he was to make us good high school
athletes and teammates. What | can tell this committee is that without any consideration of wins and
losses, Jerry Hunter had a positive lifelong impact on hundreds of young men and women athletes that
came through East Duplin High School.

It is an;honor to write this letter of support for Jerry Hunter to be inducted into the NCHSAA Hall of
Fame. [He was and will always be a Hall of Famer for coaches and players who were blessed enough to
know ﬁ\im.

Sincergly,

Chris Yhaley




Mr. Hunter — NCHSS Hall of Fame

One of my first memories of Mr. Hunter was sitting on the bleachers watching my sister, who is
8 years older than me, play basketball for him. She had done something wrong, and he yelled
at herjon the court. | decided right then | would never play basketball in high school because |
didn’t|like the way he spoke to my sister. Years later | played basketball and softball for him as
well as work on the yearbook committee with him. Each summer we went to basketball camp
at ECU which was always one of the most fun weeks of the summer with our team! One year
for the camp talent show we chose to have him sit in the center of us while we stood in a semi-
circle and sang and danced to “My Guy” by Mary Waells. Afterwards we had other teams tell us
that they could tell how much we loved him, and they wish they felt that way about their
coachl We were so proud to be coached by him and to be his girls. Not only was he wonderful
to play for, but | also fell in love with his familyl Off the court | would spend time with him and
his family at their home. | always feit welcomed, loved, and cherished. Many hours were spent
hanging out at their pool and playing games with their son Justin. When it came time for my
husband and | to marry, my Daddy was waiting for a heart transplant at the UNC Hospital and
could|not come to our wedding. At our reception | asked Mr. Hunter to stand in for my Daddy
and dp the father/daughter dance with me. The picture of us dancing is in my wedding album
and ig still so special to me. After my husband and | got back from our honeymoon we had a
secorld wedding in the chapel at UNC Hospital so Daddy could walk me down the aisle. Mr.
Hunter and his family made the drive from Beulaville to come to our second wedding as well to
be there for us. It’s ironic to think | went from not wanting to play for him as a small girl, to
loving him as a coach, then loving him for so many other reasons. | still cherish him and his
memogries to this day!

I am $o glad Mr. Hunter is being considered for the NCHSAA Hall of Fame as | do not think there
is anyone more deserving!

Sincerely,

Dia Bostic Mercer




Laura R. Maready

301 East Bostic Street
Beulaville, NC 28518

November 18, 2022

North Carolina High School Athletic Association
PO Box 3216

Finley Golf Course Road

Chape| Hill, NC 27515-3216

Dear NCHSAA Hall of Fame Selection Committee:
| am pleased to be writing a letter in support of the nomination of Coach Jerry Hunter for the North

Carolina High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame. I strongly support his nomination because of the
admithion and respect | have for my high school basketball, softball and life coach, Jerry Hunter.

Mr. Hunter was a leader, motivator, teacher, counselor and disciplinarian who always put his players
first. He invested many hours in planning, practicing, building and coaching for any sport he was
involved in - and he inspired his players to work and play right alongside of him. He was a firm believer
that you had to put in the work to be the best. For example, my teammates and | always knew we would
never touch a basketball for the first two weeks of practice because Mr. Hunter said if you were not in
shape| you could not be the best. It did not take us long to realize he knew what he was talking about
and had our best interests at heart.

Mr. Hunter experienced much success in the high school sports arena, but | know he was most proud of
the rejationships he formed and life lessons he was able to share with the students he coached. 1 whole-
heartedly support and recormmend that Mr. Hunter be recognized by the North Carolina High Scheol
Athletic Association Hall of Fame for his contributions to East Duplin High School, the students he
coachked and the community that greatly admired him for his efforts.

Sincerely,

LaurajR. Maready




ENNETH KENNEDY
RINCIPAL
INDER ERVIN
ASST. PRINCIPAL

|

|

|

May 4, 1998

Mr. Jerry Hunter, C.A.A.
. East Duplin High School
| P.O.Box 188
Beulaville, N.C. 28518

Dear Jerry,

Directors in the nation.

PO. BOX 188
BEULAVILLE, N. C.

TEL. (910) 298-4535
FAX. (910) 298§-2021

I take this opportunity to tell you how proud we are of you for
completing your "Certified Athletic Administration" Certification. This
puts you in an elite group of fewer than 1,300 so Certified Athletic

This voluntary process, including a rigorous written exam, that you
participated in shows your commitment for self improvement. It also shows
your commitment to East Duplin and it's student athletic program.

As principal I thank you for your desire to attain your C.A.A.
Certification. I also commend you on behalf of our staff and students.

Sincerely,

Zenneth Kennedy /




_Mu% U—-EE. ,5 an:cc_ Girls
Bask Oemor .u eEm :

A _.w ﬁﬁu&ﬂ? Gole
: Staff am:.wm. :

m&m&&_ fellin. a&n ‘area ocmor s

court recently.

Jerry Hunter, bﬁﬂmﬁo @_ﬁoﬁoa :

. for Bast Duplin High Schoel, was.

nafmed'to the North Garolina High

" School >&Em¢o bmmooﬁ.mabhm
(NCHSAA) “Wall of @hampions".

. >noowm§m to the zommym.. the

award 13 to honor ﬁo most ‘out-

LR

mﬁmunﬁmhmba mﬁnﬁmm@ noﬂo&am 3

-feorg

in:North Carolina for success'in

. ocmowﬁm mha contributions to the
overall at Hmﬁn programs in North
. Carolina.

“I' was mcmﬁummm and bosowan_ ..

. that Iwas.chosen for this award,
Ecnﬁﬁ. said.

..H have been coaching Smno
~ sinee 1975 and I have been head
. girls cmmwoaum: coach 'since
1982."

Hunter's list of achieveiments

and positions includesT
*1998 girls basketball .State
Championship -

JS.: of OrEEso:m:

Nerth 'Carolina Athletic Associa-
tion

sNamed Coach of the Year in mzo
conference 8 times

eNamed Jacksonville Daily
News Coach of the Year

.zmﬁ._an_ Wilmington Star News

Pl Area Coach of the Yeir

Jerry Hunter

sEas(-West All Star Game--East

" team coach

eCoached the NC tecam in the

eCoached in Lhe Stale Games

«State Board of Directors for.the

g moroL

“Cpach Hunter's Picture and
meﬂ&. memorabilia will be placed
on the ..ém: of Champims” at the

- NCHSAA office in Chajel Hill.

>n._,_oa5m .to Huntr, high
athletics are ver; impor-
tant. ;
" “Bafically, high schoolathlet-

_ ics teach students about ﬂm and

how :\m_mw_ with the good :id the

bad, & well as how to getalong
with piople. Nol just spert, but
all exta-curricular mcas_un _are
an invluable asset to schocs,

“I ap supposed to get sme

EmEcTu_:m together to sent to

—first NC-S€-AllStar Game_______Chape Hill. What 1 should diis

(ontinued on.page 2
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erry Hunter has put together
Jthe best girls’ high school bas-

ketpall program you may
never have heard of.

Success in North Carolina often
is measured in siate
championships, and in that cate-
gory the East Duplin Panthers
have failed.

Ea51 Duplin has ﬁr::;:he;l the

AT only once,
£ ?:i"’ 23 losing to Madi-
,;?& son in 1991.

3

But in most
other
categories,
Hunler's girls
are among the
—— state's best.
T]M They have won

20 or more
ﬂ_gw_ games in each

EE——— of the pasl 10
seus£ while going 234-40.

“I think winning a state champi-
onship takes a lot of things, includ-
ing sgme luck,” Hunter said.

The Panthers may have had
their best team last year. The 26-1
club featured Melanie Gilliam,
now at ECU, and current
standouts Tina McKiver and
Ebony Green.

“We didn't have a starter miss a
game all of last year until we got to
the regionals,” Hunter said, “But
we had some giris get sick the day
before the regionals. It's not an
excuSe, but it was bad luck.”

Hunter, an East Duplin gradu-
ate, has built a program Lhat is
the pride of Beulaville. -

Ca munity support has been a
constant since he took the reing
in 1981,

“Our ts are really
interested in girls’ basketball, and
jt has reached the point that by
the lime the girls are in the
seventh and eighth grade they
are looking forward to playing at
the high school,” he said.

Hunter's summer basketball
day camp annually draws 80 to
110 boys and girls. The older girls,
at least 30 every year, load up for
a week-long camp at East Caroli-
na, Hunter's alma mater.

The camp allows the four age-
group teams to gather as units
and get individual instruction.

“The biggesl thing we
accomplish is bonding,” Hunter
said. “It is not so much Xs and Os
as it js learning about each other.”

The unity is one reason Hunter
enjoys coaching girls. He had a
chance to take the boys coaching
position a few years age bul
stayed with the girls.

“They listen better,” he said of
the girls. “Of course, sometimes I
jook out on the floor and wonder
what they heard.”

Hunter decided years ago that
his club was going to play man-to-
man and concenirate on stopping
people rather than on scoring.

“If I cali out for a zone, our girls
basically guard a zone about the
width of their shoulders,” Hunter
said, laughing.

Hunter said that in videotape of
his team's Eastern Regional loss
to St. Pauls last year, the opposing
players are blurs, while his
defenders are sharp images.

“1 thought we were capable of
winning the state last year,”
Hunter said. “We played well, but

power nobody knows

lost in the playoffs,

“That's behind us now. We're
just going keep working at it, and
maybe one day we'll get there,”

SHRINE COACH: Garner coach Hal
Stewart has been named as head
coach for the North Carclina
team in the annual Shrine Bow!
Games of the Carolinas. The
Shrine Bowl matches a high
school all-star team from North
Carolina against a squad from
South Carolina.

Stewart has a 179-62-2 record in
21 years as a head coach, His
Richmond County team won the
state 4-A title in 1978, and Garner
won in 1887,

His teams have reached the
playoffs in 15 of his 21 seasons.

“It is certainly a big honor to be
ihe head coach and represent
North Carclina in the game,”
Stewart said. “1 attribute my
selection to all of the coaches and
players that have been at Garner
during my 14 years here.”

The Shrine Bowl squads will be
expanded this year ts 40 players,
up from 35 in previous years.

The game is scheduled for Dec,
20 in Charlotte.

SPAULDING APOLOGIZES: Alex
Spaulding, a Burlington Williams
basketball star, took full responsi-
bitity for his suspension from
school after he was charged with
possession of marijuana.

Spaulding took out an ad in the
Burlington Times-News — he
paid for it — to apologize to his
family, school, community dnd
teammates.

The 6-foot-3 guard has made an
oral commitment to Oklahoma.
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ED Hall of Famers Hunter, Aldridge touched lives, set victory records
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ham’s deparnire.
v Hunter was the first girl's

The Kinsion Indiag

aberthinthe 2011 phsiseason  Greenwell's bunl.
i m

softball coach at ED in 1978.
He was an assistant for the
Jjunior varity football tesm
in 1984, 1985, and 1936 and
head cosch in 1987,

He became the school’s
uthletic director after the

individual who put others
head of himself.

Early in his coaching ca-
reer, Hunter set the bar very
bigh for his teams. His first
varsity team went 20-5, fin-
ishing second in the East

mu.v;‘l:cl;ﬂhlu&m.f.n
gave yen eredit;
when the team Jost, ho took
the blams. He was & sclffess

I F bead oha har.

retirement of his friend and Central Conference. From
meator Jerry 1934 o
Thigpen, 1588, Hunter
serving  in was confer-
that  capac- ence coach
ity until his of the year
retiremnent in three  times,
2003. winning his
Hunter fir regular-
had a love season fitle
for the game in )988.
of golf as Hunter's
well, and he Lady Pane
Jokingly told thers wenton
the story that an incredible
. the first thing run  begin-
he did when ning with the
he became 1990 season.
ahletic  di- Through '98,
FeCtor 'Was 1o Hunter's
hire himsell feams  won
s the boys an astound-
and  girls ing 201
goif coach. games while
Hunter Josing  only
wore  many iZ:. als
hats throu, a
mhkyea‘:. Jemy Hunter w‘ianing
but he was percentage
s baskethall during that
coach above all else. span. The Lady FPanthen
There are many stories of won seven conference li-
his tough and the tles, seven ECC lowrnament
tough love he dealtout to his championships, six sectlonal
players, There are also many  cham ps, two Bast fe-
about him being » father to ips; they
many of his and of- were state maner-up In 1991
ten spending his own money and a state chumps in 1998,
1o provide for some of his - Humer won five con-
girls 1o go to camp or buy ference coach of the year
cquipment, awards during the run and
o was 2 player's coach. was the Jackronville Daily
As was mentioned during his  News coach of the year in

1998, To date, Hunter ia the
aoly ED coach to win m stale
tite and $0 record an unde-
feated season; the Lady Pan-
thers were 29-0 in 1998,

takes second half title to
Carolina League playoff berth

. Vo. — a doublle to right-cenler and  tickets czll the ladians front
secured  was advanced o third on Bo  offfce at 252-527.2)11. Fol-
Jeremie low the Indizns on facebook
amd sl www kinstonimlians

During his 27 seasons ut
the helim, counting the 1990-
98 mun, the Lady Panthers

that was extremely Jow
in numbers of athletes. But

he went right to wark with his

Beulaville 1o see & brand of
football that Aldridge and
Panthers would mike

finished first ar second in the  his players and won theirre-  famous throughoul easten
ECC 19 times, winning 1)  spect and love with his work  Nonh Carolina and the staw]
confersnca titles, nhe con-  ethic and winning anitude.  Apride would swell through:
ference tonmament titles, 10 The thers won his out the ferder schools as
scctional titles, two regional  very first game, 27-13 over well, and the younger kids
champion- Swans- longed to be & Panther and
ships,  one boro—and 10 wear the blue and whité
stsle  TUNNEr o) the . on Friday night. utotd
vp and oue dridge ship  In the process, the schod]
stale champi- had sailed. and the athletic progrant
onship. EDwonjust East Duplin became solidi:
Hunter once more fied and respecied. —
compiled 507 in 1985 10 In 26 years of coaching,
vamsity  wins finish a1 Coach Aldddge amassed
atEDandwas 2.8. That 234 wins. i95 of thosal
also the win- would be Fast Duplin in 22 seasdnd
ning coach in the last and The Panthers won seven
an Fast-West only losing conference titles and played
All Star game, season East in two cast regional finals, -
a2 scpante Duplin has  There are several Panther
North Caro- had since football players who hold
lina vs. South then. records in the N.C. High
Carclina All- Aldridge School Athletic Associatiob
Star game and was 2 tire- record books. Many of his
was 4-0 a5 a Jeas wosker.  players have played-in
cosch fn the Ofien  he lcgeand one in the NFL. -
stale games, coached  But if we throw the rex
i both sides cords and the wins out the
retirement, of the ball window, there is no way 1o
the court in and called measure the affect Brian
Pain  Gym- the plays Aldridge has had on Eaq
nasium  was for both ju- Duplin High Schoo! and 1he
dedicated in nior varsity community. He bas madets
his honor and and varsity all proud to be Panthers and
is now called gares. Yet his legacy will live forever=
*Jerry Hunter Court.” he found time (o take an Banquot tickets =
What s record and what a  interest in his player's lives  The East Duplin Boosi-
legacy cosch Hunter Jeaves, off the Beld as well a2 o0 ers invite you 10 come o
How fitting it Is for Jerry the fiedd. He was a father 1o oo September |7 to hoodr
Hunter to be @ member of many who didn't have that the entire claxs at the inagg
the first class inducted in 10 figure In their home and be  pural Hall of Fame indug:
the East Duplin Sporis Hall made an indelible mark on tion dinner to be held at the
of Fame, the lives of many young men  Beulaville Pentecostal Free
Brian Aldridge who have walked the halls Will Baptist Church at 6:00
Brian® Aldridge wrived of Esst Duplin. . Tickets are $15, which
at Bayt Duplin in 1985 10 Thecommunitysumound- includes the meal. o
become the schoal's ninth ing Eawt Duplin would also  Please call Fred Lanict
hend football cosch inits 23  become a papt of Aldridge's st 910-340-1348 to reserve

years.

Priot to Aldridge’s arriv-

al, the football program pro-
duced jusi wo winning sea-
sons, in 1973 and 1981. The
Panthers totaled just 62 wins
from 1962 1o 1984, with 12
of thase wins coming in 73
and 8} combined.

During thai span, the
Panthers suffered 163 lossex
on the gridiron and gener-
ated very little exciteroent or
revenue duriag the period.

Aldridge inherited o pro-

cra st ED, The stands began
to All up on Friday nights in

your tickets. Seating s limg
ited. -
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This Hunter’s seasons were §

Retires as N.C.’s #3 active coach in viclories

gill Rottins X

Stalf writer A n—
BEULAVILLE-Jerry Hunier knew . !

vomething had 10 be done. KA B,
It was the spring of 1983, he'd Just u

Enished his second season as girls
basketball head coach s Eayt Duplin
High, his alma maser, and i hada’t
gone so well. p
His rousing 20.5 first year had been
follawed by key gradustions, aod his
gwﬁvﬂ.&& u.....ma:_mu:n i
packed up caper charges for & [
week ot East nhw.asu Univeraty's 1IN

Pzothen program—and it would lead
w & carer-sltering revelstion for
Hunter.

“Caihy and | tlked 3 lot, and dur-
ing owr second year there [following
Haoter's 8-13 third scason] sho said,

‘Do you plan 1o stay in ic} 1 sald,
*Yeah, 1 think s0.'

Theo it was, *OK. I'm going 10 el  his office includes team photos and =
you what you can do o be success-  group prom shots of each of his 27

Dunthes T paoty 00 Moty

were
ful eoaching pirls baskeiball. If you't] Lady Panther tesms. alweays in real shape. ’
stanl playing man-io-man defi tﬂ.ﬂ.cu -.lm.od&e-m“g how Easl Duplia High named tha basketball court for Its legendary coach at
and oothing byt man-to-mman—you'll many games, that we wers belund st Uhe 1331 home game of tha 2003-04 season, and the iogo appeered on
be 30 far shead of everybody else ...°  any classifieation. ihe end of the third quarter but won U reswtaced piaying floor at the beginmnng of the naxt season. .
Hunter made the switch, and East  His glory years of 1984-85 101997 becaisse wa were in better shape.
Duplin  girls  boops—sccusiomed 98 produced 11 sirsight with  “In the piayoffs, for a long time, and we might have five or six losses, camp that did |y Gt way.™ :
1o success under previous cosches at least 21 viciories—and his teams  we saw a kot of teams thit only played ban they never came close 1o beal:  Hunter's teams alio benefited i
Thonasine Kennedy and John Gra- s.aiﬂ..c. Zonc, 50 they oaly ing us {Their loagtime coach, Fred other ways. :
ham—tumed (e an 18-5 scason and s son flops. His win- practiced against White, is Afth on the active coaches”  “1 used the camp for the new hldg
nunper-up Anish in che NCHSAA sec- ning  percestage Eddle Knudser, Huntes's 2one, and most of  Hse] 10 leam me & hite, and to leam cack;
tioaal lournament. through  coafer-  pusistant conch the them couldnt do  “Belicwe me,” 13id Hunter, "] have  other,™ be sald, "because we've gob
Ju-was as.if. Huster had unlesshed ence_foumament.__ past two yoars, fallows saything  offen- thanked Cathy many a time.” threo feeder [middle]” schools, and
a beast The Lady Panthers, indeed. play was 735 gng sagend, “f feel ron) sIvElF agalaal W Andnuzal [Aow st Foedham Uni- Uiey"d played againsr-each-other-forl
developed » clinging, disruptive, man- (458-165); in the good feaving It In Eddie’s Edenton  Hot- vensy] kel ECU the next year, but Lwo years.” 4
1o-man —or girl-ta-girl— defense, sute playells, it =, mes wasihe pnme the camp ran more or Jess on her Glory days L
And when Hunter stepped down was 700 (49.31)  hands,” sald Hunter. example.  They model until the school dropped it iy More-athletic teams  sometimes
this spring after 27 seasons with 507 The rua of 21+ were a 20ne teany, 3000, And Hualer 100k every gifl whe made the Lady Poathers pay. The one
gitls vartity viclorics, he wat thind in win seasons was and Exvt Duplin  wanted 10 po-vanity, JV and middle  that hont them most at the beglaning

wins among active high schoul gitls  capped by 8290 recond i 1998, when  played them four of Bve tinies in an  school. of Huntet's glory yean was Clinton,
coaches fa the state, jost cuiside tre  Hunter's hustlers captured the Stale  NCHSAA regional or sectiomal tour- “I touh them (to hue alma mater] thelt Ex Cemal 2A Conference

wp 10 ali-tinse, and his canws pa! 2A title, - Rament, s " e, _becae eryry day, liow B.U0 aan. wn- mj¢lenal,
© made the NCHSAA Eaa Re 115751 ehitaX manvo-mas o and  rHvery : %% bard on e © M——
times = more than mevy %E%— in camp avery Juna {m Hc-gn 1 we the Eﬂ“ﬂ&ﬁ"ﬁ};ﬂ damesdals. in.“l.vo.s the oa.::ﬁw Cantisoed on page 18 . .
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EAST DUPLIN GIRLS BASKETBALL
COACH JERRY HUNTER was honored at
last week's basketbali game by having the
gymnasium floor named for him. Hunter’s
giris are shown above holding the sign
designating the court as “Jerry Hunter
Court”. At right, Hunter (L) is shown re-
celvpg a plaque from Terry Futrell with the
East Duplin Booster Club. (Staff Photo-
Linda Dutton)




Augusl 19, 19891

Coach:

vongratulations on being selecled as a 15852 Ali-Star Conch. A
conch’s handbook containing information such as game regulalions,
calandar, salavies, and copies of corresponidence from this oftice
will follow wilhin the month.

In ¢hoosim{ your Leam pleasne do your hesl Lo:
1. choose players from all classifications -- IA, 2A, 3A, A,
2. choosr players from all sections of your region.
| 3. inciude players from Stabke Championship Leaws.

Fuelosed plense Find a list ol your fellow coaches. You may

relense your seleclion Lo yonr local press, hul please allow us Lo
refenge Lhe camplele list.

Boliw is Lhe dnle of the seleclion meeting For your team.
FFool.hnall 10: 00 n.m. Febiruary 15, 1992
Basketball 10:00 n.m, April 11, 1992
These meelings will be at Lhe NCCA building in Greenshoro,

Please call me anvblime you have questions.

Home 919-28K-0464
School 919-370-81441

Sincerely,
”
YA
I’hil Wenver

PJaW: 1L

The McDonald’s. EAST WEST All-Star Games

*/. The Narth Carolina Coaches Association
1181 Westover Terrace
Greenshora, North Carolina 27408

§18-379-3095



/

East Duplin High School

Jerry Hunter me&m Z o-._“_u Carolina All-Stars to Victory

by Jutic R. Hatcher
Staff Writer

East Duplin Girls Basketball
Coach Jerry Hunter led the North
Carolina Girls All-Star Basketball
Team to a 69-65 victory over the
South Carolina squad on April 11
in the Carolinas All-Star Basket-
ball Classic In Rock Hill, South
Carolina. Selected to this honor-
able position by the North Caro-
lina Coaches Assoclation Board of
Directors, Hunter captured his
400th carcer basketball win.

"It was a great experience,” re-
marked Hunter. The North Caro-
lina team consisted of 10 out-
standing players from across the
state and were selected by Hunter
and Assistant Coach Cindi
Simmons of Smokey Mountain
High School. “Even though they
came from a wide variety of pro-
grams and playing styles, they all
adapted quickly to the game,”
states Hunter. With only three
practice sessions , Hunter pointed
out that they all worked extremely
hard-to-prepare-for-the-game-and
none expected special treatment.

Area players included Nicole
Murray of Wallace-Rose Hill,
Shanecia Head of Dixon and
Lasonya Potter of White Oak.

o

JERRY .._czqm: EAST oc_utz
HIGH ATHLETICS DIRECTOR
AND COACH, was recently se-
lected as the North Carolina
Coachfor the Carolinas All-Star

Basketball Classic. Hunter’'s
_team defeated the South Caro',

lina team, 69-65, making it r_w/

400th career victory.

About .uouuﬂ NEunc-.

T mv e orle

-the score-Is.>

Carolina All-Stars was an accom-
plishment In itsell, Hunter is no
stranger to the rewards of coach-
ing. Just last school year he led
an unforgettable girls basketball
team to the Women's 2-A Stale
Championship. His girls teams
have boasted the title of East Cen-
tral Conference Champs for eight
of the past twelve seasons. In
1992, Hunter served as a coach
in the East-West All-Stars Game.

As a 1969 graduate of East
Duplin High School and 1973
graduate of East Carolina Univer-
sity, Hunter has always wanted
to coach. Over the pasl 24 years
he has coached basketball. sofl-
ball, football and goll.

Although he admits that it is
difficult to single out just one top
player that he has coached. he
does agree that the 1997-99 State
Champlonship team stands out
among the others. When asked
what he thinks makes a good
player, Hunter rcsponds, "One
that gives 110%, no matter what
makes—
a good coach. he points oul,

“Good players. A good coach has
to know the type of players he has
and coach accordingly.”

Hunter has acquired the admi-
ration of players, coaches and
parents throughout his career.
Tiffany Harrington has played
basketball on Hunter's high
school team for the past four
years, Including the 1997-98
Stale Champs. Harringlon
complemented Hunter on his
coaching abilities, "He's definiicly
devoted. He always puis in a lot
of hard work and he's patient.”

The respect between player and
coach is reciprocal. Hunter comn-
ments, “The most rewarding as-
pecl of being a coach is sceing
kids do the best they can do and
that’s nol necessarily winning,”

Hunter has served as East Du-
plin Athletics Director since 1991,
He credits his desire to become a
teacher to his aunt and has
taught numerous subjects includ-
tng math, science, Health, PE and
the ycarbook computer class.
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superior leadership ability and exceptional service to the
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| .+ Inbasketball, height is associated
| With victory. The Region 2 high
school team lacked height, but Coach
Jerry Hunter said their speed camed
them the gold and an undefeated rec-
ord in the Statc Games Inst manth,

-+ Hunter, girls® basketball and soft-
. ball coach at East Duplin, was se-
lectedby the NorthCarolina Amateur
Sports iation 10 coach the first
rbund of girls basketball competition
iocluded in the State Games, The

|_games were held June 16-18, with the

ionship, Esast versus West, on

: June 19th at Northem High School in

Durhom.

BT L
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Coach Jerry Hunter
Hunter's assistant coaches ware

| Jean Mobley of New Bem High

School and Luke Vail of Charles B,
Aycock High, both from Region 2.
Moblcy s & former East Duplin High
graduate, The state is divided into 8

is made-up of 13 counies,

**A coach always wonders what he

[ Ieoulddoirlwhadabunggzofall-

regions for thecompetiion. Region2 -

lot easier because 1 knew what he
expected out of me,” Newbeme at-
tends Louisburg College in the fall on
a full basketball scholarship. She is
the daughierof Mr. and Mrs. Herman
Newbeme of Pink Hill.

“I was expecting them all 1o be
better thanme,”" Newbeme said, “bui,
1 don't think that was so,” Playing
with girls Newbeme had played
against during the past season was

also an advantage because past com-
petition gave her insight into their
ability.

Also, from the 2-A Esst Central
Conference were Clinton players
Danyell Packer and Tonya Sampson,
and from the Carolinas 1-A Confer-
ence, Lisa Wiltiams of Hobbton.

The starting team included New-
beme at small forward, Parker at
guard, Sampsonat forward, Williams
aL point guard, and Hycynthiz Spells
of Goldsboro High Schoal at center.

Warren, a rising junior, “was my
sixthplayer” Hunter said. She played
in both the forward and center posi-
tion.

TheRegion 2 team consisted of 12
playcrs and one altemale, cach nomi-
nated by their high school basketball
coach. Final tcam sclection was
made by Hunler and his assistant
coaches.

During the entire competition,
Huntersaidthe Region 2 icamhad the
Opportunity 10 practice together only
six times!

By the yardstick, two members of
the Region 2 team were 6 ft. 1ali. In
the gold medal game, they faced the

Region 2 Takes Basketball
Gold Medal In State

champions from the West which had
three players aver 6 ft. 1all.

“We simply out-ran them,”
Hunter smiled. *We were the quick-
est team there. All the games were
close, but the team was never behind

during the whole toumament,” The -

Region 2 team led in all the gomes
they playedand won by amarginof 1
10 10 poinis, During the champion-
ship game, Hunter said his tcam lead
by as much as 18 points,

“I had coached against five of
these girls (Region 2 tcam members)

29 |
Nor
A s

Valerie Newberne

this season,” Hunler said. “And, it
was hard for these girls (all team
members), al first, o participate in a
game and nol be the superstar. They
had been vsed 10 playing most of the
game at their high school and being

[t
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- Boys and Girls Basketball ot

i

% | The1087-83 ADVERTISER-NEWS
- | boya and girls all cenfersnce teams
. |in the East Central 2A Conferenca
* | was a tough task to select. We have
manytothankforﬂseinformaﬂon
and guidance given us in order to
select the all conference players,

Boys Team

a champlon Pender furnish-
edibe Coach of the Yearfer the boys
+ team in Joe Clay Jones. Pender also
| had Anthony Powell and Sharmin
4 Marshall on the first tearn.
Fox Moore and Thomas Bist, the
| heart and soul of the East Duplin
Panthers, earned a place on the
't select Hve as well.
¥ The fifth spot went to White Oatt’s
£ Mike Ta _‘l,edagaunntvns_-

ing bid ference Tourmey-

7 Beforeitiowing to mighty Pender.
. 'The sscond

teem is led by East
1 Dupltn’s Travis Wallace and Clin-
T ton's Ester Parker. These two, along
- with Darlus Feanell of Wallace-Rose
- Hilland Sherwood Philyaw and Reg-
- gie Biackmore of James Kenan,
- could give the first line a battle on

|5 any given night.

= Girls Team
= Miss Everything,

Tonya Sampson. Jennifer Faison of
Clinton and Wallace-Rose Hill's Kim
Carney round out the first five.

" The girls second team, llke the
% boys' number two teamls a com-

-

_East_Central 2A

petitive squad that on a given night
could flat put it to the Brst five.

Chandra Branch end Tara Brown
of the Lady Panthers add an
awesome punch to this tatented five.
Completing the unil are Olivia
Henry of James Kenan, Cassandra
Wright of Wallace-Rose HIl and
Pender's Francine Corbelt.

And, what about a coach worthy of
this outstanding team? Overwhelm-
Ingly, it is Jerry Hunter of Easl
Duplin. Hunter did a marvelous job
leading the Lady Panthers to the
Conference Championship and his
coaching is without a peer. To go
with the telent, Bunter has another
characteristic that's hard to heat.
He's a nice guy and a gentlemsan
rolled into one. Sura great for high
schiool sports when a coach cannot
nn"a?ea winner but a class act toge

“Tith t.

..‘

_|All Conference Teams

JERRY. HUNTER - Girls East Central®
Conferenca 24 Coach of the Year.

1.& Saturdav - Everv Anoliance & Talavicinn In M Oiao.






East Duplin

wins state 2A
championship
Girls defeat Ledford, 59-45

BY DAVID B. EARP
DALY NEWS STAFF

CHAPEL HILL — The signs were post-
ed on the Highway 54 turnoff from Inter-
state 40, reading ‘Go EDHS, Win Pan-
thers”.

That’s just what the Panthers did, and
the East Duplin girls’ basketball team is
the North Carolina 2-A State Champions
after a stellar viclory on Saturday, de-
feating Ledford, 59-45.

Ledford, from Thomasville, has been to
the state finals three fimes in the last
four years. Ledford, also called the Pan-
thers, won the championship in 1945 and
1997 and came into the game with a 29-1
overall record.

East Duplin boasted an unblemished
record of 2B-0, The five senior starters
for East Duplin — Brooks Brant, Karolee

Ebony Green and Susan Kennedy —
came into the championship game with o
career record of 103-6 and now they can
add a state title to their resume.

The game started lasl and exeiling lor
East Duplin with McKiver, who won
MVP honors after the game, scoring the
first basket of the gome in 18 seconds.

Ledlord could not score unti! its fourth
possession. The drought was [orced be-
cause McKiver blocked the first two
shols Lediord had then Green grabbed a
loose ball to take yet another opportunity
away from them,

The Panthers from Ledford did finally
get on the board with 5:30 remaining in
the first quarter making the score 8-2.

MecKiver had a tremendous game with
20 points, 15 rebounds and five blocked

Jones, Clifetcana (Teana) McKiver, _ ___ __ ~  SEE EAST DUPLIN/TC
first quarter slone. take bad shots and throw the
“This has been the best week ball away often.

of practice we've ever had, we
were focused all week " said
East Duplin coach Jerry Hunt-
er. “We f[elt they could not stop
Teana and thats been our game
plan for 28 games before this
one so we just stuck to our
game plan tonight."”

Ledford got as close as six
points, in the second gquarter
but were not unable to catch
East Duplin.

East Duplin would never trail
in the game with Green scoring
18 points and Brant adding
nine. it

Jones finished with seven and
Kennedy topped out at six.

East Duplin controlled the -

tempo by not letting Ledford
get to them with its full court
press or its give.and-go, back
door offensive style. That al-
lowed East Duplin to relax and
make the shots that needed to
be made. Lediord, on the other
hand, just could not settle into

“The subs did a great job
coming in tonight, " said Hunt-
er. “We played good defense all
night, this group of five seniors
has been with me for seven
years, going to camp with me
when they were in middle

Jncesenit (£
Dantey ows
224 ey



East Duplin foils Ledford’s

EL HILL — Too many

ord’s Lady Panthers failed in
ir bid to repeat as 2-A state
chafnpions Saturday night at
chael Auditorium.
dford tossed up 58 field-goal
tries but only 15 found the mark
, and; McKiver, East Duplin's 6-3
» cenfer, scored 20 points, grabbed
=15 |rebounds and blocked five
* shojs to lend her club to a convine-
ing[59-45 win to cap a perfect 29-
n.

Forward Ebony Green. the other
half of East Duplin's dynamic duo,
logged all 32 minutes and con-
tributed 16 points. nine hoards and
five assists. East Duplin’s role
players did their thing. too: Guard
Karolee Jones drained a pair of
treys, including a bomb lrom the
right comer carly in the fourth
quaricc  that  helped  deftate
Ledford, and point guard Brooks
Brant dished out a game-high
seven assists and tallicd nine
points. Forward Susan Kennedy
added seven points.

Coach Jerry Hunter had won
394 games with a 799 winning
perceniage over 17 seasons at East
Duplin heading into Saturday’s
showdown, but never the lop
prize.

bid for title repeat

“I'm specchless ... this is a long
time coming,” sighed Hunter,
who's starting lincup consisied of
five seniors, “This is the [irst time
for this group that we've heen
healthy through atl the playofl
rounds. We had our hest week of
practice ever and followed the
game plan — which was the same
as the 28 games belore.

“We didn"t feel Ledford could
stop her (McKiver). Ledford plays
areat defense, but we pot her the
batl.

“The St. Pauls’ game (scctional
final) was the key for us. When we
come from down 12 in the first
haif and eventuatly won by two in
overlime, it gave us the confidence
we needed. We've played with so
much conlidence since then.”

St. Pails is the school Ledford
edged 5B-57 in last year's title
clash.

McKiver set the tonc of the
game from the very outset. After
winniong |the opening tap, she set
up down low, promptly tock a tob
pass frém Green and scored.
Except for four free throws she
made, the rest of McKiver's points
all came within a yardstick’s
length from the hoop on layups
and putbacks. Immediately mak-
ing her presence felt on the defen-
sive end, McKiver swatted back
forward (Whitney Patterson’s shol
and quickly planted a seed of
ion. McKiver had four of
in the opening 4:10.
as able 10 clog up the
own low aod that made it

“She
middle

difficult to dribble peneirate and
et 1o the basker,” noted Ledford
coach John Ralls after being
denicd his third state champi-
onship in the lost four sensons.
*She's the best pure inside player
we faced this year.”

Patterson, who stepped to score
a pame-high 17 points in
Ledford's 60-43 viclory over
Forest Hills in the Western
Regional, was never really a foc-
tor. In 20 minutes, she went 2-10
from the floor and managed just
five points and three rebounds.

McKiver stuck back a Kernedy
miss and Green drove for two on
the fast break before Ledford goi
on the board at the 5:30 mark on
Stacey Hinkle's jumper. Forced jo
shoulder o huge offensive burden,

ﬂ\bn\(DUl ]lt . rl n.\f&

3 /a8 / 98

Hinkle couldn’t consistentiy pro-
duce in her swan song s she had
in copping MVP honors in
Ledflord’s state championships of
‘95 and '97. Hinkle ncuted 14
points, but missed 16 of 20 shots
ond all eight from 3-point range.

With McKiver patrolling the
area around the hoop. East Duplin
was able to play Hinkle straight up
defensively with Green.

*The main thing is we wanted to
keep Hinkle from penctrating,”
Hunter commented. “We wanted
1o keep her 12-15 feet {rom the
basket.”

Frustration was Ledford’s only
friend on this night — it was never
really in the game, but never renl-
ly out of it, either, until midway

See | sdford, PAGE 8A
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The {Lady Panthers-West, who
never |gol closer than six after
nverted an old-fashioned
threc-poim play off a driving
Inyup that made it 9-2 with 4:54
Jeft in|the first period, flirted with
severd] serious comebacks, but
also 1getered on the brink of being
blown out in each of the first three
guartefs,

Eas{ Duplin led by as many as
13 (22-9) midway into the second
quarter, but Ledford clawed back
10 within 28-22 by intermission. A
bad émen visited Ledford just

r basket after toking an
ds pass near the bench and
launched a desperation heave from
behind midcourt with seven ticks

Anpther strange thing happened
fate that created negative vibes for

as the game was slipping.
a whopping 18 seconds
somehow elapsed on the clock as
East{Duplin’s Kennedy was at the
foul {line shooting iwo. The time

was wrestored, but one had to con-
clude that this just wasn't
Ledford’s night.

e Lady Panthers-East

respbnded to the third-quarter bell
by going on on 8-0 run, triggered
by {wo McKiver buckets in the
1:19 off Brant feeds. Down
2, Ledford fought back

Lindsay Smith, who combined for
ning points during a 13-5 spurt to
close the quarter. When Smith
around McKiver underthe
basket seeking to draw the founth
fou| on the big Enst Duplin pivot
before canning u reverse layup, the
s trailed by six, 41-35.

fourth quarier charge was not
fi oming, however , as Ledford
went 7:09 without a bucket until
center Brooke Embler hit a

“Jt wasn’t real preity in the

The Thomasville Times—Thomasvlile, N.C.,

fourth quarter,” lamented Ralls,
whose team shot 2-15 over the
1ast eight minutes. **We would like
to have shot the ball better and
gave us a chance. “We were hop-
ing to contain ‘em and stay within
striking distance.

“We just never could get enough
defensive stops ... they did have
24 wmovers so we did a good job
defensively ... but at the other end
we just shot so poorly.

“Green and McKiver arc tough.
We did what we do best and they
were able to beat us. They passed
the ball better than 1 thought;
Green did a nice job penetsating
and McKiver has great hands
around the basket.”

A slashing driver able 1o dribble
and shoot equally well witl either
hand, Green effectively was a
point forward on the floor. When
McKiver sat out the final 5:55 an
the second quarter after picking up
two quick fouls, Green, who led
East Duplin with 11 points in the
first half, helped take up the stack.
She got 1o the free throw line six
times in the lost 2:02, and make
five points.

MeKiver got her third loul mid-
way through the third quarter, but
never picked up another.

*1 just had to keep my arms up to
play defense ... 1 knew if I brought
then down around my body, ['d be
calied for a foul.”

McKiver exited the action for
good in pain rather than pleasure,
at least temporarily, after laking
an inndvertent shot to the mouth
near the Ledford basket with 33.8
ticks left that produced some lem-
porury bleeding.

“I wanted to come out of the
game then,” joked McKiver dur-

‘Tuesday Morning, March 24, 1998 Page 9A

ing thc postpame press conler-
ence. When she had walked to
midcoun a few minutes earlier to
be honored as the championship
game MVP she had colton pro-
truding from her nosc. a la boxing.

Quickly putting Smurday’s set-
back in perspective, Ralls reflect-
cd on the big picture and heaped
pruise on his team.

*1 couldn’t be prouder. From
Day One, we've enjoyed the ride
— we wanted the trip to be as
much fun as the destination. Our
seasan ns # whole makes up for
"

“1 1otd them “Thunk you' for a
great season. It's been the best
team as far as topethemess and
being a great bunch of Kids ... 1
love ‘emi too death.™

Hinkle, who said she ¢njoyed
this team the best of any during
her owtstanding carcer, said any
pressure 1o repeal  was self-
induced.

“Mostly, no, there wasn't any
pressure, Most of the pressure was
what we put on ourselves. We'd
becn here and knew what it felt
like 10 win, so we all wanted to do
il again.”

2-A stale champlonship
East Cuplin 14 1413 18 - 59

Lediord 65 16 13 3 - 45

EAST DUPLIN (59) - McKiver 20, Green
b6, Brant 9, Kennedy 7, Jones 6. Spangler 1.

LEDFORD {45) - lhnkie 14, Linbler 8,
Smith 6, Palterson 5, M. Sharp 4. Recce d, A
atenan 2, femier 1, Shaip 1.
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East Duplin spoils Ledford’s
chance at third title in 4 years

B McKiver scores 20,
lead Panther girls to
29th win, in 2-A final

%‘“l 4]
KL REPOATER

Lodford’a droum of a thivd 2-A
state girla chanpionship in che past
fous years came Lo an end last night
g East Duplin completed a pesfea
¥90800 In a 69-456 victory.

Clifetsana McKiver, a 8-3 genfor
center, scared’ 20 points and had
six blocked shats to pace East Du-
olin (300}, Lodford, which tralled
the entire gams, ends its seagon
with a 26-2 record. L

Backing MecKiver was (orward
Ebory Green, ‘who scored 16
polnts apd did an ou Job
controlling Ledford's fullcourt
presa. Green and point guared
Brooks Brant had luue trouble
againm Ledford'a pressura.

Ledford, behind by six po{nts en-
tering the finel quartar, was out-
acored 8-2 in the fAvet four minutes
of tha fourth quarter Lo open & 49-
37 leed. Brant hit one of two free
throws to end the run.

Despite picking up three fouls in
the firat half, and her fourth foul
midway theongh the third quartar,
McKiver wau abls to do damage on
the inside almost every time she
touched the ball. WAth 2:14 lef,
McKiver teak a pass on the inside

from Green to scare a layup to push
East Duplin'a lead 10 62-40. When
McKlver made two free throws with
1:45 to go, Ladford trailed 60-40.

Ledford struggled from cutside.
Guurd Stacey Hinkle, a two-time
state MVP during Ledford'a title
runa, finlshed with 12 points.

McKivar, saddled with fou! trou-
ble In the first half, helped East
Duplin to a 38-22 lend with 6:12 0
g0 in the third quarter. But Led-
ford, which hod enly lost to High
Toins Coniral in tha Central Caroll-
no Canference championship
game, came roaring back to cut
East Duplin's lead to 41-35 by the
end of the third quarnter.

But Ledford tired and Bast Du-
plin went ahend by 12 palnts early
in the fourth. Ledford wos abie to
cut the lead to just 10 points.

In the first half, Ledford fell be-
hind by 13 polnts, When Korolee
Jonas hit a Inter for Enst Du-

glin with 6;22 to go In the half,
Ledlord tralled 22.9,

McKiver helped East Duplin get
off on the vight foot by blacking
fuur shots (n the flrs) quarter and it
led 14-8 after the first elght min-

utes.

Ledford mminted a comeback af-
ter falling behind by 13. A 7-0 run
by Ledford midway through the
S S e

® 0 b ed an of-
fensive rebound oﬂa:amtued free
throw, and scored on & Jayup to pul)
Ledford tn six.

McKiver pteked up her third foul
with 5:65 to go in the half, then sat
out the final portion of the half. By
haifme Lodford tratled by s 28-22

score.

During the first swo minuias of
he game, MeKiver made an inume-
diate Impact by blorking three
shots and scoring Eust Duplin's
first fuur polnts. But whon she went
to the bench with her third foul,
Ledfasd was abis to work the ball
on the inyide and way more effec.
tive., R
Ledford ends {15 senson with a
28-2 gecord and a four-year record
of 113:10. Ladford had won & state
title last semson and in 1905,

NOTES: Hinkle, who has signed
to play at Campbell next goasen, by
the daughter of Todford Athletics
Director Gary Hinklo. Stacey Hin-
Wde headed into last ught's game
averaging 17.8 points & game and
4.3 rebaunds. She was also shoot-
ing 61 percent from the field. . .
Whitney Pattersun, o Junjor at Led-
ford, entered last night's e
shooting 47.2 percent and Oﬂ
hounds a ....McKIVH.Em
Dupltns 8-3 center, la already
signed to play at East Carolina. Bo-
fore last night's game, aha was
mﬂns 60.4 percent from the

-

L]
£t Diplin i4 14 13 1010
Ladlord 8 14 1) 1848

Reconds — Eaet Bupin 20-0, Lealord 25-2




East Duplin girls win state

CHAPEL HILL (AP)— East
Duplin's Clifeteana McKiver
scored 15 of her game-high 20
points in the second half and
grabbed 15 rebounds as the Pan-
thers won the Class 1A women’s
state high school basketball
championship 59-45 Saturday
over defending champion Led-
ford.

Ebony Green added 16 points
and nine rebounds in the victory
that gave senior-laden East
Duplin (29-0) its first state cham-
pionship in any sport.

Coach Jerry Hunter emptied
his bench in the final minute but
East Duplin’s five senior starters
produced all their team’s points,
rebounds, assists and steals.

Stacey Hinkle topped the scor-
ing for Ledford (29-2) with 14

points.
East Duplin led from start to
finish but never could shake

Ledford until the final minutes.
Beaten on the boards 45-34 and
limited most of the night to one
shot per possession, Ledford
went 8:17 without a basket in the
second half and missed 16 of its
last 18 shots.

“We fought and we fought but
we never could come all the way
back,” Ledford coach John Ralls
said. "They beat us at what we do
best. And we shot ourselves in
the foot some in the fourth quar-
ter.”

Kms-] e Fff't f9{553
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By Zack Albert

STAFPSPORTS WRITHIR
When the traphy table was carried to half-
ight, it was the first time in
three title game appearances
the championship hardware
was not reserved for Ledford,
The Panthers were forced lo
watch the winners’ ceremony they had enjoyed
twicein theprevious threeseasons,
That perk was reserved for East Duplin.

~ East denied Ledford its third state 2A title
in four seasons, posling a wire-to-wire 59-45
victory in a battle of Panthers and securing ils
first state crown in any sport at UNC-Chapel
Hill's Carmichael Auditorium.

Ledford, which wound up 29-2, finished its
four-year playofT reign of lerror with the 1995
and '97 championships and this season’s run-
ner-up {inish.

“From day one, we enjoyed lhe ride the
whole way,” Ledflord coach John Ralls said.
“You want the trip to be just as fun as the final
destination. This time, our trip was great. The
final destination wasn't exaclly what we
wanted.”

Although Ledford had bioodied East Duplin
star Clifeteana McKiver by game's end, the
8-foot-3 senior cenler - nicknamed “The Big
Dog"-still kad Ledford on her own leash,

MeKiver, stunned by an elbow 1o the nose in
the final minute, struck for 20 points on 8-of-13
shooting inside and 15 rebounds an the way to
the game's Mosl Valuable Player award, de-
spite an early bout with fout trouble.

“We [elt like they couldn't stop 'Teana,” East
Duplin coach Jerry Hunter said. “That's becn
our game plan for 28 games before this one,
and we saw no need to change it at this

in derail

“From day one, we enjoyed the ride
the whole way,”
—John Ralls, Ledford coach

“We felt lika they couldn't stop "Teana __
{Clifeteana McKiver),” _
- Jerry Hunter,
East Duplin coach

time. They played great defense on us, bt we
.“._wm_ﬂ ﬂ._a a great job of getting her the basket-

Despite a feisty Ledford trap, McKiver
caught several passes off of lobs, exploiting her
foes’ height disadvaniage.

“She was every bit of what we heard,” Ralls
said. “She has greal hands, real good around
the basket. She was tough.”

The only tougher night belonged to Ledford
senior Stacey Hinkle. The 5-9 guard, who had
twice before basked in the stadium's glare as
the championship game MVP, finished with a
4-0l:20 shooting performance that included
misses on all eight of her 3-point altempts.

Hinkle, bound for Campbell in the fall, fin-
ished her high school career with a team-high
14 points and six rebounds in a frustrating 31
minutes.

“I1 just wasn't goingin,” Hinkle said.

East, which finished its perfect season at
29-0, benefitted from superb staris in each
half, MeKiver hoosted East Duplin out to an
carly lead, scoring twice in {he {irst minuie as
Ledford fell behind 8-0.

East extended the lead Lo 9-2 and held a
14-6 edge at the first quarter’s end. By then,
MeKiver had five points, four rebounds and
four blocked shols.

East Duplin led by as much as 19-6 in the
second quarter, bul Ledford surged back into
conlention after McKiver garnered her second
foul in rapid succession with 5:55 left until

halflime. Ledford orchestrated a 7-0 scoring
run andcrept within 28-22 at the break.

Alter the intermission, East Duplin roared
away with four straight fayups - two from
MecKiver - that set the gquarler in motion and
gave East a 14-point advantage. Ledford held
tight with five poinis in the quarter from
freshman reserve forward Lindsay Smith and
four from Hinkle, East led 41-35 at the end of
thethird quarter.

Then Ledford's shooting went far coider
than the 28.5 percent it had made up to the

final period. Ledford went without a field goal
in the first seven minutes of Lhe fourth quarter,
misliring on nine (ries in that span.

A 10-foot jumper by Brooke Embler (eight
points) and Ashley Patterson’s only layup
cushioned the blow in the Iast minute. By then,
East Duplin possessed a double-digit lead on
the shoulders of 7-of-10 {ree-Uhirowshooling.

Ledford shot 15-0f-58 (25.9 percent) for Lhe
game, including 2-0f-14 in the final quarter,
The team’s flve slarters were a combined
11-0f-49,

“1 don't think it was real pretly,” Ralls said,
belore receiving a stalistics sheet for proof.
“We had a couple of chances, hut we could
never get back. .. We were hoping that we
could contain them and stay within striking
distance.”

Ebony Green, East Duplin's press-breaking

guard, finished with 16 points and nine re-
bounds. Teammale Brooks Brant added nine
points.
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Ledford’s final game

_ goes higgledy-piggledy
i i Mmoot

' i i -pi Open Saturday's championship program lo page

Eox l the lhmgisté*fés}{::g': It?-ﬁl)e?g tll)xﬁ]tg‘t’g 21 \p’ou will find the names that piloled Ledf'?rd 5
#Cha - ;vhampinnship. the game itself was  postseason drive this year, but the faces don’t
LAY the coup d grat;_eil in their quest m?::‘e?g'lneey Hinkle is in the team photo, as is
':_.w...__ w'fnhi':upamhm ik’ <k Misty Sharp - both departing seniors this season.
ria hﬁ,owas f But included are faces from the past - Ginger Cox,
Pl at?'ﬁ’ tc Duplin Zack Abert Courtney Patterson, Marcy Newton among them -
spc(;il fi { a: Mc;?ive, in older black uniforms. i
Th < f;““ lina signee A computer error placed Ledford’s 1935
Nttt ?r:l ign!rl n championship team in this year's magazine. Sure, it
gltine phys: ?ﬂo * might have been nice to reminisce, but the caption
ot 15aggb ds in may as well have read “not pictured” for the dozen
point ’Ed i lre 3o & i players that comprise the current roster.
lh:’et Led‘:':scr:’ls.y. % 9 This was the preiude? Ouch.

ct0sS ) The omens didn't stop after the tip.
%tar- 'l nEdb\:l?o?;e“d s After misreading the game clock, Hinkle heaved
ngan - 31 hi's late tipofl a desperation halfcourt shot with a good seven
at Ca ichagel seconds left before halfltime. One referee dropped

Auditprium his whistle more than once, one lime reguiring a
'The Panthers’ Friday consisted of dodging the  stoppage of play. In the fourth quarler, the gamel s
heavy thunderstorms that pounded the Triangle  heralded electronic liming system malfunclioned,

-area and brought tornados {o the west. . allowing 18 seconds to elapse during a dead-bail
A ignited in their Durham hotel. Although it  situation. - .
R was quickly snuffed, the sprinkler system received It proved once again that the only thing worse
a timely test. than human error is computer error.

Then came the kicker, In the end, Ledford couldn’l shake the omens or

been touched by gold in two previous title runs.
She finished 4-0f-20, 0-for-8 on 3-pointers and
exasperaled.

Hinkle watched this one end from the bench, just
as she had done in '95. As a lanky freshman,
she fouled out with 1:40 left and bawled on the
sidelines as she walked off the court. Her tears
were later wiped away in a 65-80 victory over
Southwest Guilford and the first of her two MVP
awards.

Saturday, she smacked the floor in frustration
"and was heckled mercilessly by East Duplin fans. It
was not an easy way to go out, 8 point that coach
John Ralls reiterated in postgame comments.

Still, with all the addball events that surrounded
Lediord, it appeared to be the looser team before
the game. East’s players, under the championship
microscope for the first time, were like wide-eyed
does staring al a Pelerbilt truck,

ARer 32 minutes of basketball, the feelings had

edford’s Lindsay Smith reacets to l:s?
Panthers fell to East Duplin Saturday

the brutish McKiver, whp scored 15 points in changed.
g(l)epr:: nt: half as Ledford’s shooting wilted below *T think the otn]y pressure we felt was the
" . r [ 1] x
et It wps almost painful to watch Hinkle, after Treepre e P o8 jourselves, Y Hinkle said.
nailing so many big shots in her career, struggle Too tall an opponent, Too many omens. Too sad
with her shot in the same arena where she had an ending.

Tack Alert covars sreca lor e Enterprise

"\l l"\ |90h\_‘{ .Cn I( [} P; By
3/24 [a¥
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Hunter won with ‘girl-to-gi* defense
oty ety ol it ST M

Lee Joncs -
During five scaons ord comeback. think girts compete YT oy et S EAperience for Eddic.
90). Esst Dupiin ‘W:IDISIG; balia Lol playsrs blllnlbsel; really doy u’d “MNII.M e sbout the girls
pames. Almost unimagingbly, — Hamcroever hadmany truly “They're fieroe cof o IH‘I‘&I be's & student of i.
17 of thelr 24 losgey were grem acores, Two cxoeptions  The maln di “?!‘HI" bl good leaving It with
o in the R Vo Mcxil:‘i;kgmuﬁ Mhlni‘i'?f o Km‘ﬂ-lﬂw‘{orhtw

EulRegjomlﬁ game) xod . ¢ ndn?uu Kov MN’ pl iy hor et

1989 and at Tulsne and is it all. They'll baskcally caach the past two sea-
“In lm.mui:m'lm phying in the WNBA for the lhingullh,almuﬂyw thes? g:u"‘wmwmhermmn,
Yibink we probably hed ihe sec-  defending champion ix o do. II's fun ro tesch paur i McMzhon's sssistant on
000-Dest 2A leam in the stase™  Mercory. because the game It 9 5 Bebon vanisy.
said Huater. “Big we ha “Teana's the bul'myw mose  fundsmental, o lavilie bom and bred
10 be in the same conference we've ever had." said Hunicr, sheer miblesieism takes 07030 | Blnler said he's atways
with the best team in the state.”  ~but for pousd, Nikki muchwith theboys™ humbled by the opportu-
Clintoa went to forr smaight wes probably the best. She  Huster also aaid e S4Y 10 leach and coach a1 his
gils Swie 2A champlomship wusn'tbig. but she pretty much -gmdeumhklhﬂ:; &'lfﬂ!mrulhamkuuur
games and spiit single-digit did whathe wanted inside.”™  gesttenured JV cosches x hometown, As the old Bew
decisicns, losing to Bandys in  Special Tequiteape-  an “all my srafl for o) 9e52 h‘:m: High fight sang went,
1987 and BB nd winglog in cial rules, even under special yean"—Denns Kenoedy M- 3 *Beulavillz bom and Beu-
1929 and "90 gver Bunker Hill coaches. €1, Wynclle Wesion and Videris  Liville bred, and when he dies
and Newton-Conover. “| pever sald we've gottogo  Newbern. he'll be Beulaville dead.”
East Duplin amwered back  to & coitain petson every Gme, ‘it Just changed” plin has been more
in 1990-91, when they beat the  because wo've been very eam A Hunler came down e than just his working life, but
1ady Dark Horses four times, orientod.” Honter sald “Bua streich of his coschisg € be began scaling down in 2003,
incloding the East fnal, weot vilh'l‘wn.ln‘gimhr.m reer, his snnual records kv when he retired from
27-3 and were Stare 2A run- had 8 rule that wesctup alipped. One thing is that s Jol ing science, math, health and
ners-up. I the finale, Madison fa oor hall-court offease, xhe more texms play man-o-maa physical education, sod pave
High trumped East’s manto- had o touch the bajl at kant defense. Camp Is another. Now, tp coaching sofiball and boys
mun defense by ing full- once before watook shol™  hesaid, they're mostly ghoificd. mnd girds godf. .
coart w0 Tiworked both ways: Hosaid week-Jong  summer leagues, Al the top of his list of peo-
year” sxid Hunter, he also never ild anybody mot - with linle of no instroctios. who have supponed him is
=Hannah Grady [6-foot-1] was to shoot when they were open. He says be 100k 16 gl to ks wile, Jody, also a0 edocstor
my centwr, and But 1 Aave told them,” be camp last Sune, but only two “She's jun " he

she was out- ™

sanding. So the two times we  said with s twinkle b his eye,  who were stuters. "I neversald  sald. Their son Justin practices
fina) had & reason  yowhave bo come,” hessidwith Liw in Jacksonville. “1 doa’t
*AL 3 tooch of melancholy, “but far  kaow how many miles theyve
The other time, of course, crunch time, always make sure & Jong time, they just came.™  traveled just o be there for me.”

was in 1998, the siate you do-what you do best.™ It's also che age of the boter. b sald
omhlp year, when &2 Teana  Another among many kead-  0ef and satellite dishes—andan  Whathas being & hometown
was easier, in some ways lens ac- cosch and teacher mesnt o

had 20 poiots and 15 rebounds Megan McMahon, countable, lifestyle. him? =1 don't know how Lo say
in the final as East Duplin best ghier of Esst Duplin buys ~ ~There's so much moce go- 1t ... Its been great,™ ha zaid.
5945, cosch Tom MeMabon, Megan  ing oa for the kids,” said Huot-  “Ir’s tough when you have to
=Teans blocked four of their played with Bowen aad G- er. “Thare's truvel ball in soft- cosch a fricad’s child, snd 1'd
first seven shots™ tabd Hunses, whed in 2000 x ball and soccer ... | doa't know  like to thisk they®re all still my
“we scored our first three or  “She could bave scored 25 ban what the kids aren't closer  friends. 1 was not » great bas-
four times down the floor—asd points a game [and did some- 10 their travel team than they ketball player.13aton the bench
it was over. times}.” s4id her formet conch,  are to their school teams, nlot, 501 can relate to the kids
“Ouar girls had told me we'd “bun for four solid years, Ehad ~ “And it ot all spors. Fve had sit on the bench, and
win ever since we waiched the 1o absolutely beg Megan Mo- We® sman who they're a3 impoctan as the oncs
L.edfocd xpe early in the week. Mabon to shont the basketball. go in the who scored a lot of poins.,
"The oaly time I lm-b;'l.hﬂl-aw: goas  “Alotof them were tremen-
2 selfish, was afaid dous ‘practice playess.’ They
sectional teammates would think she was w0 wuhadwd.:u"uhnndl'hwn-
hame hogging the ball™ He smiled tice mnd made those other Lids
2nd shoak his head, iiey, It's - m whole lot bemer.™
tere [0-  He peizsed another moment

and s, “You know, 1 may
R chonged ot have coached the right way

Sull, the Lady Panthers are  all the time, bt | coached the

Hunler was always off sofid sexsons of 17~ bewt way | thought we could ba:
Lo that 58-56 victoryover the  fenss-firsd kind of coach. Qand 15-9, xnd Hunteris happy  competitive.

SLPsulsgirls in 1997, Eastfor-  “i've bad kids ihat played the mabkings e there for faro. “And the toughest thing 14

ward Susan Kennedy, 20 incan- . & Jot jusi because they played  motrd sssidant Bd Knudscn for sy is, *1"m through.™

sistenl froe-throw shooter, hir- pood, bhard defeme. That's al- 3 winamp seavon i 2008-09 Wl Rothns con be reay by,

Py 8 SR T g - ey
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EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY e

Sports Medicine Building 8 Grecaville, Nosth Caroling 27858-4353 B Phane: 919/757- 4587

January 23, 1992

Ms| Anne Flannery, Director
WBCA Summer Camps

1687 Tullie Circle, Suite 127
Atlanta, GA 30329-~2316

Defr Anne:

Jexrry Hunter, Head Girls' Basketball Coach at East Duplin High
School in Beulaville, NC, has expressed an jinterest in a staff
popition at the 1992 WBCA Summer Camps and I would like to
recommend him without reservation.

ch Hunter is a tremendously successful high school coach. His
ms have been State Runners-Up and Regional Champs numerous
es, and he has received many regional and state coaching awards.

He{ is definitely one of the most successful girls' high school
( copches in the state of North Carolina and possibly on the entire
East Coast.

rry has worked East Carolina University's Team and Individual
er basketball camps for the past five years and is an excellent
tructor in the teaching of basketball fundamentals. My campers'
luations consistently rate Coach Hunter's skill station as one
the stations they enjoyed and one where they learned the most
ing their week of camp. His knowledge of the game is thoxough
anP he conveys that knowledge effectively through on-court
ijstruction.

Oﬁe of the characteristics that make Coach Hunter especially
sgccessful is his tremendous rapport with the young people with
whom he works. His warm, friendly, caring nature makes him an
instant hit with all the campers. He also has a tremendous sense
off humor, which everyone needs during the rigors of camp. Coach

Hunter is even a good sport when he's the brunt of the joke at the
camp skit night!HA!

rry is energetic and enthusiastic about his profession as well as
ing a dedicated, hard-working coach. Jerry and his lovely wife
Judy are both committed to educating young people and are also
active in church and civic activities. They have a wonderful young
son, Justin. Jerry is deeply admired in his community not only as
a [coach but also as an individual.

Qe

oo

East Caroling Usavensity b J corstituenr fostitatam of The Ui emity ut Xoreh Caralina. An Eyual tpg itylatirnmutive Actioo Enipluyer.
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Coach Hunter feels that this WBCA staff position offers him an
opportunity to gain further experience in his chosen profession and
I ﬂ; confident that you could not search the nation and find a more
competent, capable, and qualified coach.

If lyou desire additional information, please do not hesitate to
call me. Thank you for any consideration which you might give
Coach Hunter for the position.

Sincerely,

g -fl’/ /‘.o

Pat Pierson
Head Coach
East Carolina University

PP/es




DEPARTMENT OF ATHLETICS

NIVERSITY OF NORTH

Japuary 28, 1992

Anpe Flannery, Directoar, WBCA Summer Camps
1687 Tullie Cirele, Suile t27

Al

lanta, Georgin 30320-2116

Dear Anne:

1 would like to recommend Jerry Hunter, Athletic Director and

Girls Basketball Coach at Fast Dublin High School in Beulaville, N.C.,

as

a caach for your WBCA Camp Lo be held in Chattanooga, Tn. Jerry

hag cuached girls basketball for ten vears and has a strong

[RLR]

amittment to promoting girls basketball. Jerry has coached teans in

Lhee Nurth Carolina State games, always takes his rlayers Lo team camp
antd is congistent ly ane of the bhest teams in the State-Play-0ffs., He

is

A very knowledgeable coach with a strong team BVETY Year,

Jerry is also a very down to earth person. He is fun Lo have on

stpfl and is very easy to work with. He would be a tremendous
adflition to your staff. If you have additional guestions, please do
not hesitate to contact ne.

Sipaerely,

Sy

Crad. Tt

Ivia R. Hatchell

liead Women's Baskethall Coach
Unliversity of North Carolina

Ut s v N Lo e peetize oot Nihletios 16V o 2 ¢ Cliapeet Hall, Nocth Caimolena 275870 ¢ (019 025410
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Anne IFlannery

WBCA Camp Director

1687 Tullie Circle
Suite 127

At lanta, GA 30328-2316

January 27, 1992

Dear Anne:

I am writing to you on behalf of Coach Jerry Hunter, girls
basketball coach at East Duplin High School, Beulaville, NC. I
feal he would be an asset to the WBCA Summer Camp Staff,

As women's basketball coach at UNC Wilmington, I've had the
opportunity to see Coach Hunter's team play for the past several
years. My observations are that he communicates very wall with his
players and has the ability to get tha most out of his players.
At the present time a member of my team is a former student/athlete
of Coach Hunter’s. I feel that her work ethic, outstanding
attitude, and basic fundamentals are a direct result of the quality
guidance she received in high school.

Coach Huntar has expressed his interest in becoming involved
with the WBCA Camp programs, therefore I believe hs would do a
quality job with the voung people he would come in contact with.

Flease feel! free to contact me if I can be of further

assistance.
Sincerely,
STyms
Sharri Tynas
Haad Basketball Coach
wme

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT WILMINGTON - 601 S. COLLSGE ROAD + WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA 28403
(919) 395-341
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WBCA Summer Comps 4446 B Lowrencevilis Highway

Litburn Georgia
Ann# Flonnery 0247
Assistont Exeavtive Director Phone 404.279.8027
Camps and Special Events Fax 404.279.8473

May 8, 1992

Jerry Hunter
East Duplin High School
P.O. Box 188
Beaulaville, NC 28518

Dear Jerry:

The Women's Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA) is pleased
to extend an invitation to you to become one of the members
of our camp coaching staff at the Mideast Region of the WBCA
Summer Camps, July 20-23 at The Baylor School in Chattanooga,
Tenn. As you know, the WBCA is embarking on the Summer Camp
project with the intent of running a model evaluation camp
for our nation's finest athletes. As such, we have selected
180 of the elite 8th, 9th, and 10th grade basketball players
throughout the Mideast region to attend the camp.

These model camps are designed to provide an area for
student-athletes to improve their basketball skills and to be
educated in such areas as recruiting, NCAA rules,
drug/alcohol awareness, and nutrition. In addition, the camp
will allow these student—-athletes the opportunity to showcase
their talents in a professional and positive environment.

You come highly recommended, not only for your basketball
knowledge and coaching abilities, but also because of your
interaction with, and development of, the student-athlete.
The emphasis of our summer camps is on education, evaluation
by top college coaches, and instruction by well-respected
high school coaches. We know that you will help establish
and maintain the high standards we are asking of our athletes
and staff. The camp will require your energy, enthusiasm,
and dedication. In addition, we really want you to have fun!

The following is a summary of information you will need to
know regarding the camps:

1. All staff members receive the same salary of $150.

2. You will be provided with room and board for the
duration of camp.

3. You need to be at the dorm for staff
registration/orientation by 8:00 a.m. on the
morning of July 20. We'll let you know where in a
follow-up letter in early June. We are also in

&

Sponsored by EASTRAN KODAK COMPANY in cooperation with Sara Law (orparotion




Hunter
May 8, 1992
Page 2

the process of securing housing for those of you
who may arrive the night before the camp session
begins. Please let us know how and when you will
arrive.

4. Please do not plan on leaving before 2:00 p.m. on
the last day of camp.

5. You must currently be employed as a high school
head coach.

6. Staff are required to wear camp attire provided by
the WBCA. We will provide you with staff shirts
from Converse, which you will wear each day and
which we will launder for you. Please bring blue,
black or red shorts to wear as well (no college
logos, pleasel).

7. You will need to provide your own transportation
to and from the camp site. If you are flying, we
can provide you with the name of a transportation
company who will get you to the camp for a small
fee.

Enclosed please find three forms, which I will need for you
to £ill out:

(1) Application Form. (I know some have already filled
one out, but we need some additional information).

{(2) Consent Form.
(3) Medical Assistance/Insurance Form.

Please complete these and return to the WBCA as soon as
possible.

In addition, I have enclosed a camp outline and a tentative
daily schedule/program for your information. We will be
sending you further information in a follow-up letter in
early June. This letter will contain a campus map,
directions to the camp site, camp rules, and further
specifics on the camp.

Again, we are excited about having you on board as a staff
member at the Mideast Region of the WBCA Summer Camps.

We look forward to hearing from you. The deadline for a
regponse is 5:00 p.m., Friday, May 15, 1992. We are asking
that all responses be made over the phone. The WBCA's phone
number is (404) 279-8027, and you can ask for Anne Flannery,
Nan Elrod, or Karen Weisman. Please call at your earliest
convenience, as we would like to finalize our staff list as
soon as possible.



Hunter
May 8, 1992
Page 3

Please give our offer careful consideration. If you have any

questions, do not hesit
number.

ate to call us at the aforementioned

I'm looking forward to working with you!

Sincerely,

(flune

anne Flannery

Assistant Executive Director

Camps/Special Events
Enclosures

cc: Betty Jaynes



May 27, 1999
Dear Coach Hunter,

Hello! I am writing this letter in hopes that the rest of your year went well. I really
enjoyed playing for you during the North/South game in April and have enclosed some
copies of a few of the team pictures.

I kope that you have a great summer vacation and that next year your team has a
successful season... Good luck in all your future endeavors whether it is as a coach on
the court or a teacher in the classroom!
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May 13, 1995

| Jemy Funter

| East Duplin Figh Schoot

P O. B 158

| Beudauitle, Wsnth Ganotina 28515

I Dear forey,

| Congratulations on an outstanding deaton! The feate gou kave accomplithed, ane
| bty outttanding and flace qou among the elite e Honth (anolina. ‘The atate

champiionchis, the undefeated season and cortification as an atkletic directon eack
| would atand atone as worthy of vecoguition and you accomplished all tince in oue
| deadon. T¢ tosk hard, wonk, leadenihifs and, deatre To make the ackicoements foselble,

| T would like to pensonally thauk you for the ime and expertite qou dedicated to
imsmamwwm. 9 alte apneciate the lessons qou taught
.s««mm:&wagmmmag hustle. goal ¢etting and kow Cs win
| gractowely. Thene o wo doubt afoet U, we won with class becande of the elandands
::;aade&'mdmadckd{u(&m When. 7 nettned from coacking, 7 always koped
| that somesne would be tiere for my children when they pantictpated in spots, o
| one could have ful mone Uime, emergy and effort e making a frognam for ginls as
competitive aud, fun ad you did, Thank gou {or being there.

Manch 1. 1995, Cormichael ruditoniums, the chanplonshipy plague, and. the
celethation ai the Govownon s Tun make wondoful memories that the entive East

| Dupline commanity will alwaye chenich, Thank you for making & happen. FYou
dbave dudy made a difference lu the Uuea of vin childnes,

|.S'(¢wwl¢

Homasos finmi
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DUPLIN COUNTY

P.O. Box 128
Kenansvlille, North Carolina 28349-0128

March 2, 1988

Mr. Jerry Hunter
Basketball Coach
| East Duplin High School
P. 0. Box 188
Beulaville, N, C, 28518

Dear Jerry:

On behalf of the Duplin County Board of Education and all supporters of
athletice in Duplin County, I commend you and the fine 1987-88 East Duplin
Lady Panthers Basketball Team for your tremendous success during the 1987-88
season and the subsequent winning of the East Central Conference Title.
Certainly, it is not 2 success story without much dedication and hard work and
| conversations that I have heard from coaches and principals throughout the

conference is the complete diesciplined team that the East Duplin Lady Panthers
exemplify. Certainly, we wish you great success as you move on into the
conference tournament and eventually into the state playoffs. We will follow
your progrese very carefully.

Good luck!

Sincerely,

L. 8. Guy, Jr.
Superintendent

! LSG : sm
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BRIAVILLE, NC 28510

March 22, 1988

Mr. Jerry Hunter

Girlp Varsity Basketball Coach
East! Duplin High School

P. + BOX 188

Beulaville, FNorth Carolina 28518

Dear Jerry,

I commend you for the outstanding manner in which you managed your
basketball team in the '87-88 season.

Your leadership on and off the court has set a milestone and a stan-
dard for others to follow at East Duplin.

Your final standing as runner-up in the Eest can only be attributed to
you jand your team's ability to produce and the quality person that you are,

' A cake has a lot of pleces and we got them all but two, and we got a
bita of one of those.

| Again, I commend you for a Job well done.
Sincerely,

L

Ken




Dear

durin

P.O. Box 188
Beulaville, NC 28518
March 16, 1996

Mr. Hunter,
Words can never describe the feelings that a coach experiences through wins and losses
g a season. The exhilarating feeling of winning is one you felt many times over this

basketball season. This you deserved as your basketball team finished with a superb record.

Your work and dedication have established a winning tradition for EDHS that will probably never
be equalled for the girls’ athletic program. Iknow you are very proud as [ am for you and East
Duplin. Congratulations!

Your work as athletic director has been tremendous, also. The programs you have put

into place have made East Duplin a school that is admired and envied by many others. I was so

C10
has.

pro:f during the Christmas Tournament at WRH when as I sat among the crowd, as one of the

d, to hear people from Wabace and Pender comment on what a fine coaching staff EDHS
I heard several say that EDHS is well-coached. What a tribute to you as you have

developed a program for ED that has enabled this to happen.

a

Many long hours of work and personal sacrifice you have given to East Duplin for which

w:i:in never be paid monetarily. I thank you for this. However, I know you really do not need

you. You love East Duplin as I do, if not more.
Continue to develop your professional growth by attending workshops and clinics as your

time allows.

Sincerely,

e
Dora Jernigan, Assistant Principal
East Duplin High School
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East Duplin High School
Post Office Box 492
Beulaville, North Carolina 28518

Dear Jerry

Congratulations on your fine championship basketball team this
ydar at East Duplin High School. Obvicusly you did an excellent
jab in coaching this very talented team to an Eastern Championship
and into the state championship game.

I am sure there is no greater satisfaction than to see young
people excel as a team under your leadership. The Lady Panthers
hqve long held an envious reputation for excellence, which I
became very familiar with when Wendy played on your team, Jerry.

Thank you for your dedication to the development of our young
people and, again, congratulations on your success.

S}ncerely,
Wendell H. Murphy
cc: Mr, Ken Kennedy, East Duplin High Principal

WHM:efk
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Letter fqom a parent whose daughter became a coach upon college graduation.
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OFFICE OF
SUPERINTENDENT
Tel {910) 296—1521

BOARD OF EDUCATlON

DUII;L(;N 00}12!:17
Kenansville, North Carolina 28349-0128

December 10, 1997

Mr. Jerry Hunter, Athletic Director
East Duplin High School

P. O. Box 188

Beulaville, NC 28518

Dear Jerry:

My sincere congratulations to you for organizing the details of game
preparation and hosting a tremendously important contest at East Duplin last
Friday night. It was obvious that much planning and detail preparation had been
done for the game fo have been played with the support mechanism in place. As
Athletic Director you are to be commended for your many efforts to lift the East
Duplin sports program to a new ievel and certainly if last Friday night is any

indication, you are rising fast.
Continued good luck in these efforts.
Sincerely,

N A

—_— L. S. Guy, Jr.
Superintendent

LSG/smm
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BOARD OF EDUCATION

e
i ———

DUPLIN COUNTY
P.O. Box 128
Kenansville, North Carolina 28349-0128

March 21, 1990

Mr.| Jerry Hunter, Coach
Easp Duplin High School
P. 0. Box 188

Beulaville, N. C. 28518

Dear Jerry:

It is with much pride and admiration that 1 congratulate you and the fine
Ragt Duplin High School basketball team for a tremendous season. To move
thyough the reqular season, the conference tournament, the sectional and into
the championship of the East was quite a remarkable accomplishment.

On behalf of the Duplin County Board of Education and all supporters of
buplin County athletics, I commend the team commitment and willingness to give
the extra effort required to go that far in solid state competition. You are
all winners in the truest sense of the word and ail of us in the public
schools are better because of your dedicated efforts.

Continued good luck as you savor the 1989-90 season and begin plans for
"next" year.

Sincerely,

oL/,

L. 8. Guy, Jr.
Superintendent




HIGH SCHOOL

PO. BOX 183
BEULAVILLE, N. C.
TEL. (919) 298.4535
FAX. {(910) 2982021

December 16, 1997

Jérry Hunter, A.D.

East Duplin High School
f.0. Box 188
Beulaville, NC 285193

Pear Jerry,

Thamks' For all you do, and a specisl thanks for your recent
efforts regarding the playoffs. Your hard work and attention to
planning and follow through paid of i for us.

No one will ever know the effortis and the attention to detail
it took, except vourself, and probably vour family. Your efforts
were for an excellent cause, our school, our community and abowve
all our kids. Time and young kids will be your measure. 1'in sure
when the final measurement is taken you will have same of the very
Highest marks.

| Again Jerry my warmest personal thanks.
Sincerely.
ﬁ ![‘)f!/ !)

Kenneth D. Kennedy
Principal



weler  BOARD OF EDUCATION

DUPLIN COUNTY

P.O. Box 128
Kenanaviile, North Carciina 283490128

March 31, 19982

. Jerry Hunter

t Duplin High School
. 0. Box 188
eulaville, NC 28518

ear Mr. Hunter:

On behalf of the Duplin County Board of Education and all citizens of
uplin County, 1 congratulate you and the Lady Panthers for ancther
ndously successful basketball year. Your annual presence in the North
arolina High School Athletic Association playoff certainly brings credit to
t Duplin but also to the remainder of Duplin County. Apparently you
olks have found the niche to sustain a yearly winning effort and you must
know that we are very proud of you and for you.

Mr. Hunter, please pass along to the "ladies® our wishes of
congratulations.

Sincerely,

"~

L. S. Guy, Jr.
Superintendent

LSG/smm
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i TERESA H. McLEMORE

Dbphn County Board of Education March 23, 1998
119 Patrick Henry Court

fallace, North Carolina 28466 Mr. Jerry Hunter

910 285-4757 Lady Panthers Basketball Team

East Duplin High Schiool

P C. Box 183

| Beulaville, NC 28318

Mr. Hunter and Lady Panthers,

Pleasc accept my heartiest congratulaiions on a very successful scason and the State 2-A Baskeiball
Chatpionship!  You are true examples of hard work. dedication. commitiueni. and team spirit paying huge
di\-i&cnds. The expericnces that vou have known throughout this season will be fond meinories in the years to
§ come and vou will alwavs cherish (he fricndships. [rustrations. 1ears. and siniles thai you have known over the last
few months.

Tim Sicvens in his column tn the sports section of The News and Ubserver on Sunday, March 22 said that all
alhhiﬂes descrve threc main things: (1) a greai coach~onc who treats cach plaver with respect: wha coaches to help
kid.%. who builds self-esteem: who trics to make panicipating fun: (2) great pareats-who realize the benefits from
partjcipating in athletics. who offer encouragement for their child in academics as well as athletics. who appreciate
their child’s accomplishments; who attend the compelilions because that means a lot to their child. {3) great
adniinistrators-who sce athletics as an extension of the classroom: who provide support and equipment for students
to competc safehv: who judge the worth of coaches not by victories on the ficld (or court). but by viciorics with
children. 1t is obvious that East Duplin has managed to combine these three things in an admimble way. | salute

all ¢f you on a job well done.

Best wishes in the future 10 each of you and 3pain—CONGRATULATIONSI!

With warmesi regards.

| TcTsa H. McLemore

Achieving the Best for our Children



OF
SUPERINTENDENT

= BOARD OF EDUCATION

Girg

Araa (819)
DUPLIN COUNTY
P.O. Box 128
Kenansvitle, North Carolina 28349-0128
March 14, 199}
Mr. Jerry Hunter

ls Basketball Coach

East Duplin High School

P.
Bey

Des

O. Box 188
laville, N. C. 28518

r Mr. Hunter:

Congratulations to you and the East Duplin Panther Girls

Ba

ketball Team for your great success during the reqular season

and for winning a berth in the regionals in Pitt County. That is
a great achievement and for Duplin County, you are our
representatives in the state playoffs this years. That is quite
a load to carry but I feel confident that you will give it your
very best and I want you to know everyone in Duplin County will

be [proud of your efforts.
Good luck and I hope to watch you play at Conley on Thursday

night.

Sincerely,

[

L. 8. Guy, Jr.

Superintendent
LSG/smm




siEsor  BOARD OF EDUCATION

DUPLIN COUNTY

P.0. Box 128
Kenanaville, North Carolina 28345-0128

March 22, 199%4

st Duplin High School Girls Basketball Coach
ast Duplin High School

. O. Box 188

eulaville, North Carolina 28518

gx. Jerry Hunter
al

ear Mr. Hunter:

In behalf of the Duplin County Board of Education, I express
ur congratulations to you and the fine Lady Panthers basketball
eam for a tremendous 1993-1994 geason. You seem to have become
ur perennial post season play-off rep and your record will
erify that. We all know the commitment, dedication and
erseverance that goes into playing and coaching a successful
eam during a successful year. You folks continue to set the
tandard and I believe you do it with integrity and care.

Please know that you are our winners and always represent
Duplin County in an admirable way. Good 1luck during the
remainder of the 1993-94 school year.

Sincerely,

0.

L., 8. Guy, Jr.
Superintendent

L8E/ emm
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ICE OF
SUPERINTENDENT
Tel (9110) 296—1521

_BOARD OF EDUCATION

DUPLIN COUNTY
P.O. Box 128
Kenansville, North Carolina 283495-0128

H
|

March 16, 1998

Mr. Jerry Hunter, Head Coach

ast Duplin High School Girl's Basketball team
ast Duplin High Schooi

O Box 188

eulaville, NC 28518

ear Mr. Hunter and the East Duplin High School Girl’s Basketball Team:

in behalf of the board | congratulate all of you for your tenacious efforts in
inning the Eastern 2-A Championship last Saturday. | know all of you must be
o proud of this tremendous milestone in your quest for the State 2-A
hampionship next Saturday. Please know that the best wishes of all of Duplin

ounty will be with you in the championship. You have worked hard, played well
nd remember just keep having fun while you play.

Sincerely,

! AL

L. S. Guy, Jr.
Superintendent

| SG/smm

C: Board of Education Members
Mr. Ken Kennedy, Principal




