
Sports 1 

Committee Members:  Reggie Peace, Chair, Patty Evers, Neil 
Blankenship, Rob Jackson, Jerry Simmons, Joe Franks 
 

Staff:  Tra Waters and Chiquana Dancy 

 

1. 2019-2020 NCHSAA Football 
Calendar  
Attachment S1 

To approve the 2019-2020 Football 
Calendar* 
 
*Due to Rule 3.1.2.(a)(1) mid-alignment appeals, 
non-conference contracts should not be made 
until November 30, 2018. 

Rationale: Will allow schools to begin tentatively 
scheduling for 2019-2020. 

Budget Impact: None 
Educational 

Impact: 
Helps avoid conflicts with school events in 
relation to the calendar 

Equity Impact: None 
Effective Date: 2019-2020 School Year* 

 

2. Lacrosse Daily Limitation 
[Triangle 6 Conference] 
Attachment S2 

TABLED ITEM FROM DECEMBER 
 
To change the lacrosse daily game 
limitation, allowing for an optional one 
day, 2-game holiday tournament (spring 
break): Reference Rule 4.7.1.f.  

Rationale: Allows for exposure outside of NC; allows 
for growth of the sport through 
competition with “power house” states; 
allows for student-athletes to be seen by 
college coaches. 

Budget Impact: Dependent upon each school’s funding 
capabilities 

Educational 
Impact: 

None; since competition would occur 
during spring break 

Equity Impact: Males and females would be covered by 
the new regulations. 

Effective Date: Spring, 2018 
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3. Resolution of Tied Scores in 
Soccer [Eastern Plains 
Conference] 
Attachment S3 

TABLED ITEM FROM DECEMBER 
 
Mandate that a winner is declared in all 
regular season soccer games, thus 
eliminating the possibility of ties; winner 
may be determined by penalty kick 
procedure. 

Rationale: Allows for uniformity in determining post-
season playoff qualifiers. 

Budget Impact: None 
Educational 

Impact: 
None 

Equity Impact: Both Male and Female teams will be 
governed by this rule. 

Effective Date: 2018-2019 School Year 
 

4. Indoor Track & Field Hosting 
Requirement  

Eliminate the requirement for schools to 
request to host “polar bear” (indoor 
meets on outdoor facilities) meets with 
at least 5 schools present 

Rationale: All meets and results are required to be 
uploaded to NC Milesplit.  No longer us 
proof of performance documentation due 
to online verification process 

Budget Impact: None 
Educational 

Impact: 
None 

Equity Impact: Affects all students 
Effective Date: 2018-2019 School Year 

 

5. 1A Bracket Size Adjustment 
(Smoky Mountain 
Conference & Northwest 1A 
Conference) 
Attachment S4 

Increase the number of playoff teams in 
the 1A classification from 48 to 64 in 
volleyball and basketball.   
 

 

Rationale: The number of teams participating in the 
sports of volleyball and basketball can 
support the increase of bracket size from 
48 to 64 teams.  Puts the 1A classification 
in line with other classifications in these 
sports. 

Budget Impact: None 
Educational 

Impact: 
None 

Equity Impact: Both Males and Female will be treated 
equally 

Effective Date: 2018-2019 School Year 
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6. Smoky Mountain Conference 
Adjustment 
Attachment S4 

Keep Smoky Mountain Conference 
separated into 2 conferences in needed 
sports  
 
Big Smoky Mountain: 
Andrews, Cherokee, Hayesville, Murphy, 
Robbinsville, Rosman, Swain County 
 
Little Smoky Mountain: 
Blue Ridge, Highlands, Hiwasseee Dam, 
Nantahala, Tri-County Early College 

Rationale: Disproportionate size of schools in the 12-
team conference.  The smaller schools are 
at a severe disadvantage in many team 
sports and traditionally remaining 
separate in sports when needed has 
worked for many years. 

Budget Impact: None 
Educational 

Impact: 
None 

Equity Impact: Both Males and Female will be treated 
equally 

Effective Date: Immediately 
 

7. Men’s Golf State 
Championship Competition 
Date Change  

To change the state championship date 
of men’s golf to always occur the 
Monday/Tuesday following Mother’s 
Day 

Rationale: To maintain consistency of keeping the 
championships on the same weekend in 
May each year.  Additionally, by 
conducting the championships on this 
weekend, Pinehurst Resort and Country 
Club will allow the NCHSAA to conduct an 
additional championship (2 total; 4A each 
year, 1A/2A/3A rotation) each year 

Budget Impact: None 
Educational 

Impact: 
None 

Equity Impact: Only for men’s championship 

Effective Date: 2018-2019 School Year 
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8. Cross-Country Regional 
Championship Adjustments 
(N.C. Track & Cross-Country 
Coaches Association)  
Attachment S5 

1. Adjust the regional assignments to be 
determined by conference affiliation. 

2. State championship qualifiers will be 
determined by those teams that 
actually participate in the regional 
championship, not based upon those 
teams that registered for the regional 
meet. 

3. Adjust the state championship 
qualifiers from the regional 
championship to the following: 
a. The top 4 teams or 25%, 

whichever is greater, will qualify 
from the regional to the state 
championship (NCHSAA STAFF) 

 
 

Rationale: See attached documents (S5) 
Budget Impact: None 

Educational 
Impact: 

None 

Equity Impact: Both Males and Female will be treated 
equally 

Effective Date: 2018-2019 School Year 

9. At-large Berth Interpretation Clarify/adjust interpretation of the rule 
below to:  The highest finishing non-
automatic qualifying team in each 
conference will be compared based on 
their adjusted MaxPreps ranking.  Under 
no circumstance may a team “leap-frog” 
a higher finishing team in its own 
conference.   
 
NOTE: The current handbook language: 
1. At-large berths 

a. 4.1.18(e)(1):  Teams in their 
classification will be selected to 
fill the remaining slots in the 
bracket based upon conference 
finish, then MaxPreps ranking. 

 

Rationale: To help ensure the most deserving teams 
are considered for at-large berths  

Budget Impact: None 
Educational 

Impact: 
None 

Equity Impact: Both Males and Female will be treated 
equally 

Effective Date: 2018-2019 School Year 
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10. Diving Judge Fee (NCHSAA 
Swimming & Diving Advisory 
Committee) 

To compensate diving judges $26 for all 
regular season, regional and state meets 

 

Rationale: Due to a current shortage of diving 
officials, a monetary incentive may 
increase the number of NCHSAA certified 
judges.  In 17-18 there were only 31 
NCHSAA certified judges in North Carolina 

Budget Impact: Increased officiating compensation for the 
swimming & diving program at a school 

Educational 
Impact: 

None 

Equity Impact: Both Males and Female will be treated 
equally 

Effective Date: 2018-2019 School Year 

11. Swimming and Diving Regional 
Entry Data Management 
System (NCHSAA Swimming & 
Diving Advisory Committee) 

All classifications will use NC Prep 
Swimming to upload and manage results 
for the official regional entry process (4A 
utilized in 17-18) 

 

Rationale: All schools will have a centralized 
platform to upload and manage results, as 
well as, generate regional entries readily 
available for submission 

Budget Impact: None 
Educational 

Impact: 
None 

Equity Impact: Both Males and Female will be treated 
equally 

Effective Date: 2018-2019 School Year 

12. Individual Regional Sport 
Assignment Adjustment 
(NCHSAA Swimming & Diving 
Advisory Committee) 

Individual sports regional assignments be 
set for 4 years at the beginning of an 
alignment cycle based on the current 
format, using longitude to assign schools 
to a region.  Staff would update the 
assignments after year 2 if there is an 
imbalance of 5 or more schools for any 
given region. 

Rationale: Prevent schools from consistently 
changing regions from year to year based 
upon other school’s fielding of programs 
in a sport 

Budget Impact: Schools may accurately prepare travel 
budgets based on consistent regional 
assignments. 

Educational 
Impact: 

None 

Equity Impact: Both Males and Female will be treated 
equally 
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Effective Date: 2018-2019 School Year 

13. Junior Varsity Conference 
Tournament Competition 
(Smoky Mountain Conference) 

To allow J.V. teams to participate in 23 
regular season games (excluding 
conference tournaments) in basketball, 
volleyball, baseball and softball. 

 

Rationale: J.V. teams can currently only participate in 
23 games, including conference 
tournaments.  This creates situations 
where schools must drop J.V. games 
during the regular season in order to 
remain in compliance with the seasonal 
limitation. 

Budget Impact: May increase expenses and revenue for 
conducting the additional contests. 

Educational 
Impact: 

None 

Equity Impact: Both Males and Female will be treated 
equally 

Effective Date: 2018-2019 School Year 

14. Indoor Track & Field 
Championship Qualification  

To begin formalized qualification meets at 
indoor facilities 

**Discussion Only** 

15. Wrestling Information 
 
 

Requests from NC Wrestling Coaches 
Association: 
• Regional Tournament Size 
• 1-Pound Playoff Growth Allowance 
• Split Squad Rule 

**Discussion Only** 

16. Basketball Regional 
Championship Update 

Update on current status basketball 
regional championships. 

** Discussion Only ** 
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2019
2020

1st practice
Aug. 1

Aug. 1
1st scrim

m
age

Aug. 10
Aug. 11

1st Date
Aug. 23

Aug. 21
2nd

Aug. 30
Aug. 28

3rd
Sept. 6

Sept. 4
4th

Sept.13
Sept. 11

5th
Sept. 20

Sept. 18
6th

Sept. 27
Sept. 25

7th
Oct. 4

Oct. 2
8th

Oct. 11
Oct. 9

9th
Oct. 18

Oct. 16
10th

Oct. 25
Oct. 23

11th
Nov. 1

Oct. 30
12th

Nov. 8
Nov. 6

PLA
YO

FFS
1st Round

Nov. 15
Nov. 13

2nd Round
Nov. 22

Nov. 20
3rd Round

Nov. 29
Nov. 27

Regional
Dec. 6

Dec. 4
State

Dec. 13-14
Dec. 11-12
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 S
ubm

ission 

N
am

e(s): S
m

oky M
ountain C

onference 

W
e request the follow

ing item
 be placed on the agenda for the next m

eeting of the 
N

C
H

S
A

A
 B

oard of D
irectors: 

R
ecom

m
endation: 

W
e are asking for an adjustm

ent to the num
ber of playoff team

s from
 48 to 64  in 1A

 
m

en’s and w
om

en’s basketball, and w
om

en’s volleyball. 
●

A
lso need to consider the num

ber of baseball and softball team
s after eligibility

sum
m

ary is com
pleted in the spring

●
This be effective in the 2018 Fall season

R
ationale: 

2017 S
um

m
ary 

Volleyball 
1A

: 103 schools offered volleyball 
48 team

s=47%
;64=62%

 
2A

: 116 school’s offered volleyball 
64=55%

  
3A

: 113 school’s offered volleyball 
64=57%

 
W

om
en’s basketball 1A

:105 offered basketball
48=46%

; 64= 61%
 

2A
: 116 offered basketball

64=55%
  

3A
: 113 offered basketball

64=57%
 

M
en’s basketball 

1A
: 106 offered basketball

48=45%
; 64=60%

 
2A

: 116 offered basketball
64=55%

  
3A

: 113 offered basketball
64=57%

 

 The 4A
 can rem

ain at 48 team
s because there are only 77 schools that offer these 

sports.  (48= 62%
) 
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W
e request the follow

ing item
 be placed on the agenda for the next m

eeting of the 
N

C
H

S
A

A
 B

oard of D
irectors. 

R
ecom

m
endation: 

In order to keep B
ig S

m
oky M

ountain C
onference and Little S

m
oky M

ountain 
C

onference separate.  W
e are asking for the follow

ing param
eters be used w

hen 
selecting team

s out of the Little S
m

oky M
ountain C

onference for playoffs in basketball, 
and volleyball. 

●
The regular season cham

pion gets an autom
atic seed

●
If a team

 other than the regular season cham
pion w

ins the conference
tournam

ent they w
ill get an autom

atic seed, but w
ill be seeded by the M

ax P
rep

rankings.
●

To get a num
ber 2 seed in they m

ust have a w
inning percentage higher than .400

and w
ould be seeded by M

axP
reps ranking.

R
ationale: 

W
e realize after basketball playoffs that w

e had team
s that w

ere not deserving to 
get into the playoffs.  This proposal w

ould allow
 m

ore deserving team
s into the play-offs. 

W
e w

ould like to stay separate from
 the B

ig S
m

oky M
ountain C

onference for the 
follow

ing reasons: 
●

C
an’t com

pete year in and year out w
ith larger schools.  Team

s w
ould

rarely have a chance to com
pete for a cham

pionship.
●

Fear that it w
ould reduce the num

ber of kids playing sports w
hen they

know
 they can’t com

pete and m
ay get blow

n out.
●

S
om

e schools m
ay never get a chance to com

pete in playoffs.
●

B
ig difference in A

D
M

 num
bers betw

een schools.  Largest school in B
ig

S
m

oky 560 sm
allest school in Little S

m
oky 38.
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