SOFTBALL

MAILINGS: Rule books will be mailed in early fall. All other information should be found
in this section of the Handbook or online.

CLASSIFICATIONS: A, AA, AAA, AAAA.

DATE OF FIRST PRACTICE: No earlier than February 12.

PRESEASON SCRIMM AGES: Schools are allowed two preseason varsity scrimmages. These
scrimmages must be conducted as events open to the public (no closed scrimmages allowed)
and one scrimmage must use NCHSAA registered umpires. Umpires are to be assigned to work
amaximum of two hours per scrimmage. Multiple team scrimmages are allowed. Junior varsity
scrimmages are allowed in conjunction with varsity scrimmages at the same date and site.

DATE OF FIRST GAME: No carlier than February 26.

INCLEMENT/HOT WEATHER GUIDELINES: Precautions must be taken to prevent
heat-related problems. The following should be considered when scheduling practice: time of
day, intensity level of practice, equipment worn, and environmental conditions. High tempera-
ture and high humidity create a dangerous situation for athletes. However, a high humidity
and low temperature can cause serious heat-related problems.

Water should be made available in unlimited amounts throughout practice. Water/fluid
replacement breaks are recommended each 20 or 30 minutes, depending on practice condi-
tions. Each LEA must have a written policy pertaining to practice on days of extreme heat or
early dismissal due to extreme weather conditions. Schools must also have a policy in place
regarding lightning. In addition to these guidelines, schools must have a plan/procedure for all
emergency situations. See chart at the end of the Sports Section.

NUMBER OF REGULAR SEASON CONTESTS: No more than four per week, provided
fourth single game is on a non school day for both. Four games in three days is still permissible
without using a non school day. Total 23 games (including any games played in invitational
tournaments). Note: In baseball and softball (due to daily limitations), it is permissible for an
athlete to participate in a junior varsity and varsity game in the same day; however, any athlete
is still subject to the weekly and seasonal limitations (four games a week, not to exceed three
days, total of 23). Softball (team and individuals) is limited to four games a day. Junior varsity
conference tournament games must count toward the 23-game limit; varsity conference tour-
nament games are considered part of the state playoffs.

ENDOWMENT GAMES: One endowment game may be played which does not count
against the regular season game limitation. Schools must request (both opponents must be
informed the game is being requested to be classified as the endowment game) and be granted
prior permission by the NCHSAA to play the endowment game (the request form will be on
the NCHSAA website). 25% of the gross revenue will be remitted to the NCHSAA's endowment
fund; next expenses will be deducted from the remaining proceeds and then the competing
schools will divide the remainder. NOTE: The NCHSAA may approve additional endowment
gamerequests toassistmember schools with schedulingissues; however, underno circumstances
may any additional endowment game (other than the one allowed and described above) be
played that would otherwise result in any member school exceeding the regular season game
limitation. No endowment game(s) will be used as a part of the tie-breaking system.

STARTING TIME: During the regular season, a time no earlier than 5 p.m. is recommended
unless facilities dictate otherwise, e.g. no lights.

TOURNAMENTS: Tournaments are governed by daily, weekly and seasonal limitations only.
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EQUIPMENT: Balls must have the authenticating NFHS ball mark. Teams shall use a
12-inch softball with a Co-efficient of Restitution not exceeding .47. Conferences are encour-
aged to adopt the same kind of softball for use throughout their league play. Bats must meet
ASA-bat performance standards and have a certifying stamp on each bat.

PAYMENT OF UMPIRES: Umpires are to be paid based on local fiscal policy as soon as possible.

TEN-RUN RULE: The ten run rule has been adopted by the NCHSAA for softball; if a team
is ahead by 10 runs after five complete innings, the game is terminated.

ELIGIBILITY SHEETS: Should be kept on file at the local school. Must be made available
to NCHSAA upon request, and are required to be shared among conference members.

DOUBLEHEADERS: Permitted when mutually agreed upon by teams involved. Double-
headers are two back-to-back games between the same teams with a reasonable (30 minutes)
time between contests. Split doubleheaders are also permissible--two separate games.

SUSPENDED GAMES: North Carolina has adopted the suspended game rule, manda-
tory in all regular season and state playoff games. “A game called for any reason, where
a winner cannot be determined will be treated as a suspended game. If the game is to be
completed it will be continued from the point of suspension, with the lineup and batting
order of each team the same as the lineup and batting order at the moment of suspension,
subject to the rules of the game. If more than 4 1/2 innings have been played and a winner
can be determined, the game is over (including playoff games).” After 5 innings, if the
visiting team scores a tying or go ahead run in their top half of the inning and the home
team does not have an opportunity to bat or complete its time at bat, the game is treated
as a suspended game. If a game is called prior to the completion of a full inning after the
fifth inning, the game becomes a suspended game in the following situation: the visiting
team has scored one or more runs to tie the score or to take the lead, and the home team
has not tied the score or retaken the lead. PLAY - The sixth inning begins with score H-6,
V-5. Visitors score two runs in their half of the inning. Game is called because of rain
with (a) two outs in the bottom of the sixth and the score H-6, V-7; or (b) following the
completion of the home team’s turn at bat with the score H-6, V-7. RULING: In (a) the
game is suspended and resumed on the next possible date at the point of interruption. In
(b) the game is official, with the final score H-6, V-7. A suspended game does not count
against the weekly limitations in the week in which it is completed.

RAINED-OUT GAMES: If any rained-out softball game which would affect the winning
of a conference title is to be played, it shall be rescheduled on the same field (exception: sus-
pended games do not have to be rescheduled on the same field), unless changed by mutual
agreement of the two schools.

Postponed games must be made up in order of postponement on the next possible date
(Excluding Sunday). In the regular season, Saturday will not be used as a make-up day unless
mutually agreed upon by both teams (during the playoffs, Saturdays must be used). If one
team will not play, the game is forfeited to the opponent.

PROTEST: Each conference is to establish a softball protest committee. The committee’s
decision on any properly protested conference softball game will be final.

EJECTIONS: Failure to file an ejection report for a player or coach (form found online)
is subject to a $50 fine. Reports must be filed within 48 hours or two working days, of the
ejection. An ejection is a judgment call; therefore, there are no appeals. If the wrong player
is identified, a correction can be made through the regional supervisor, and the NCHSAA.

SCHEDULES: Schools are required to submit varsity and junior varsity schedules to their
appropriate regional supervisors by December 15.
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PLAYOFF DECLARATION: A school has the option to "opt out" of the playoffs, provided
it fills out the Playoff Declaration Form on the website, submits it and it is in the NCHSAA
offices prior to the reporting deadline for that specific sport. Proper submission means the
school will not be considered for either an automatic berth or a wild card position. If the form
is not submitted, then the school will be considered and may qualify for a playoff berth.

UNPAID FINES: Schools that have unpaid fines to the NCHSAA are not eligible to
compete in the playoffs for that sport (i.e. softball fine would be specific to softball playoffs)
unless the fine is paid two (2) days prior to the reporting date for that sport.

Any fine not paid at the end of the fiscal year (June 30) will carry over to the following school
year making all teams at said school ineligible for playoffs until the fine is paid in full.

REPRESENTATIVES AND TIES IN STANDINGS: If two or more of the conference’s
teams are tied for a playoff berth at the end of the regular season, (1) the team that won from
the other(s) during the season gets the berth, or (2) if the teams split during the regular season,
the approved tie breaking system shall be used (see Game & Sports Administration section).

QUALIFIERS: The number-one seed from a conference will be the regular season champion
with the number-two seed the winner of the conference tournament. If a team below number
two in the conference wins the conference tournament, it becomes the number-two seed.
All other berths are determined by regular-season standings.

BRACKETS: In all classifications, brackets and sites are predetermined by the Board
of Directors.

SCHEDULE: deadline for reporting qualifiers: May 12 (6 a.m.)

first round.........ccoeveveveneiinnnnne May 14 fourth round .........ccocoeiriinnnee. May 23
second round............cceevevrerennnne May 17 regional Series ..........ccouvurunnnes May 27-31
third round .........cocooveieveeinnne May 20 state championship series............... June 6-7

All games are single elimination, with the exception of the regional and state championship
series, which are the best two out of three games. Competing teams should contact each other
to work out details for their contest. For the first two rounds of state playoffs, umpires are
to be assigned by the local officials association of the higher seeded team. After the first two
rounds, umpires must come from a neutral association or from association mutually agreed upon.
Assignments for regional and state championship games will be made by the NCHSAA office.
On fields with lights, game time will be 7:00 p.m, unless mutually agreed upon to play
at 6:00 p.m. NOTE: Where the distance is more than 100 miles for the visiting team,
game time will be 6:00 p.m. Any other exceptions, such as field with no lights, must
be approved by the NCHSAA. Game times for playoff games on Saturday can be set
by mutual agreement. Deadlines are set for completion of each round, but competing schools
may play on an earlier date by mutual consent.

ADMISSION: $6.00 for all (site must be conducive to charging admission, includes one
dollar surcharge for Endowment) in first-round, second-round, third-round and fourth-round
games; $7.00 each game of regional series (includes one dollar surcharge for Endowment). See
appropriate forms online for financial reporting.

PROTEST COMMITTEE: the competing teams will determine a five-person protest com-
mittee prior to play. The committee will act on any protest at the time it may occur and its
decision is final.

BODY PAINT: No face/body paint is allowed for spectators during regular season or playoffs.

REPORTING PLAYOFF QUALIFIERS AND ADVANCEMENT: For reporting potential
qualifiers to state playoffs, conference presidents are required to submit the appropriate
information online immediately upon conclusion of the regular season. The information
includes overall won-loss record and winning percentage for all conference schools. This
must be submitted prior to appropriate deadlines. The overall winning percentage and
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finish in conference standings will be considered when determining which schools qualify
for wild-card berths in playoffs.

Upon conclusion of the conference tournament, the conference president willimmediately
submit the adjusted overall records of all teams. These are the records that will be listed
on the brackets themselves when playoff qualifiers are posted.

Failure tocomplywith theinitial reporting procedure will result in a $400 fine to the conference.

After schools have qualified for the playoffs, it is their responsibility to report advancement
by the appropriate method and deadline as designated by the NCHSAA. Failure to report a
playoff advancementwill resultin a $400 fine to the school. Teams must report advancement
no later than 6 a.m. the day following each win. Postponements should also be reported.

Check website for additional information.

POSTPONED GAMES: Must be rescheduled on the next day (except on Sunday). Both
schools and the NCHSAA must be involved in the decision to postpone any playoff contest.

TEAM EXPENSES AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: the NCHSAA receives 15%
of the gross gate from second-round, third-round and fourth-round games, and receives 25% of the
gross gate from each game in the regional playoff series. In all rounds prior to the state championship,
participating schools will divide the remainder equally after applying the following expense formula:

Where the distance between the competing schools is 100 miles or less, the visiting school
will pay its own transportation and meals and the host school will provide the playing facility,
ticket takers, security and balls at no charge. The umpires are to be paid from gate receipts.
Where the distance is more than 100 miles, the same plan should be followed except that the
umpires are paid by the host school, rather than from gate receipts. All concession rights belong
to the host school. Participating schools are responsible for dividing any deficit or net.

The principal of the host school, or appointed game manager, must forward the financial
report and ticket accountability form to the NCHSAA within 10 days after the contest.

TICKET ACCOUNTABILITY AND FINANCIAL FORMS: all forms can be found online.

REGIONAL AWARDS: Team plaques will be presented to the regional champion and
regional runner-up.

STATE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES

DATES: Dates for the championships are set for June 6-7.

REQUIRED INFORMATION: Teams qualifying for the state championships must submit
their roster and team information (see website) no later than Monday at noon prior to the state
championship series.

SERIES: The state finals shall be a best two out of three game series. Game times and sites
will be established by the NCHSAA. The Western representative is home team for game one;
Eastern team will be home for game two; if game three, coin flip.

ADMISSION: $8.00 for each session (includes one dollar surcharge for Endowment) Each
team will receive five complimentary tickets.

PROTEST COMMITTEE: Same as earlier playoffs (see previous section).

OFFICIALS: Will be assigned by the Supervisor of Officials.

RADIO AND TV EEE: The fee for live radio broadcast of any championship game is $50.
Any live or tape-delayed television must be cleared by the NCHSAA.

GATE RECEIPTS: The net balance will be divided as follows: 20 percent to each of the
competing teams and 60 percent to the NCHSAA.

TEAM EXPENSES: Travel and expenses for 18 players plus a coach and manager, shall be
allowed at the rate designated by the NCHSAA (see basketball section).

AWARDS: Plaques will be presented to the championship and runner-up team in all classes.
Members of the championship and runner-up teams will receive individual awards (a total of 25).
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For regular season and invitational tournaments: 5-12 games, $75; 13-25 games, $100; 26-50
games, $150; over 50 games, $200.

GAME BALL: The Wilson A9011 B-NCHS with .47 COR for fast-pitch, with the NFHS au
thenticating ball mark, is the official ball for the state championships.

NCHSAA SPORTS BRACKETS

For the most up-to-date information on brackets in various sports, including conference
playoff berths, seeding priorities and qualifiers, consult the NCHSAA web site at www.
nchsaa.org, and use the Playoff Brackets link on the home page.

Since brackets sometimes undergo changes during the course of an academic year, the
decision has been made to omit them in printed form in the Handbook and make them
available only on line. This eliminates confusion between brackets printed in some cases
many months before the playoffs begin, and the actual updated online versions that may
contain changes from the original version.

OFFICIALS: Each school must use only NCHSAA-registered officials in all competition,
and must work through an approved regional supervisor.

CLINICS: Head coaches are required to attend one of the NCHSAA clinics in their sport, or
in conjunction with the rules sessions at the North Carolina Coaches Association clinic held in
Greensboro in July.

GAME FEES: For ALL classifications

regular season 1 game (varsity) (jr. varsity and 9th grade)
$62 flat fee $52 flat fee
$90 varsity doubleheader $80 JV doubleheader
* 30 minutes between games *

playoffs $70 flat fee

When baseball and softball contests are postponed and replayed under the suspended game
rule, officials who work the continuation of the suspended contest are entitled to a half-game
fee when completed in conjunction with a second game. Officials are entitled to full game fee
when suspended game is only one being played.

There is a $25 fee per hour (or any fraction of an hour) for officials per field for scrimmages.

BOOKING FEE: school booking fee to officials” association is $125.00 per booking and
$100.00 for each additional booking in that sport. For regular season and invitational tourna-
ments: 5-12 games, $75; 13-25 games, $100; 26-50 games, $150; over 50 games, $200.

2013-14 NCHSAA State Softball Clinic Dates: See NCHSAA website.
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2013-14 NCHSAA APPROVED REGIONAL SUPERVISORS

NAME ASSOCIATION

PHONE

Western Piedmont
calbergine(@gmail.com

Candy Albergine
3601 Golfview Drive
Gastonia, NC 28056

Home: 704-868-8691
Fax: 704-868-2033
Cell: 704-747-8680

Phillip Allen WNCOA Home: 828-696-4990
1024 Highland Ave phillip@wncoa.org Fax: 509-693-5001
Hendersonville, NC 28792-3735 Cell: 828-777-1978

Neil Buie Southeastern B: 910-482-8084 ext. 2381

Southeastern NC Sports Officials, LLC
510 Auroa St buien@hls-inc.net
Stedman, NC 28391

Home: 910-424-8730
Fax: 910-482-8083
Cell: 910-850-8730

Mickey Davis Eastern North Carolina Home: 252-239-1269
PO Box 10 mgd39@wcyaa.org B: 252-239-0652
Lucama, NC 27851 Cell: 252-230-2467
Fax: 252-239-1840
Scott Faglier Mid-State Cell: 336-324-8157

213 Iron Mountain Road midstateofficials(@triad.rr.com

Asheboro, NC 27203

Home: 336-625-2514

Clyde Finley Jacksonville B:910-451-3185

102 Princeton Drive jaxsbassc@yahoo.com Home: 910-353-6388
Jacksonville, NC 28540 Fax: 910-451-4791
Glenn Johnson Durham Home: 919-596-2354

331 Chandler Road
Durham, NC 27703

official 27703 (@yahoo.com

Fax: 919-596-2354

Tom McKimmey Outer Banks Home: 252-473-3819
PO Box 1277 bdmmjm(@charter.net Fax: 252-473-3771
Manteo, NC 27954 Cell: 252-489-3103
Steve McNeill Triangle B: 919-290-3690
PO Box 27 trianglesoftball@me.com Home: 919-499-6895
Olivia, NC 28368 Cell: 919-770-2630
Fax: 888-243-4268
Bill Meadows Down East B: 252-341-5649

425 J SE Greeneville Blvd
Greenville, NC 27858

downeastumpires@embargmail.com

Home: 252-355-4859
Cell: 252-341-5649
Fax: 252-355-4487

Carl Miller Cape Fear
4502 Coddington Loop, Apt. 102  killermiller37@ec.rr.com
Wilmington, NC 28405

Cell: 910-619-9477

Mountain West
oxendine.17@gmail.com

Herb Oxendine
10 Red Lead Trail
Sylva, NC 28779

Cell: 828-506-1866

Julie Rowland Metrolina Home: 704-922-7103
361 Holstein Drive metrosb@charter.net Cell: 704-674-4562
Dallas, NC 28034

Jerry Talley Central Carolina Cell: 336-344-2224
1312 Pinecrest Ave jerrystalley(@aol.com Home: 336-349-3688
Reidsville, NC 27320

Gerald Trexler Northwest B: 336-830-9400

PO Box 576 ntrexler@triad.rr.com Home: 336-945-9775
Lewisville, NC 27023 Fax: 336-945-3168
Anthony Warden Twin City Home: 336-674-8789
5783 Drake Rd. awarden@Randolph.k12.nc.us Cell: 336-669-4679

Greensboro, NC 27406

Fax: 336-674-0810
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