
School Climate
 

Over the past two decades, there 
has been a growing appreciation that 
school climate fosters - or undermines 

- children’s development, learning 
and achievement. Research confirms 

what teachers and parents have 
claimed for decades: a safe school 

environment, in which students have 
positive social relationships and are 

respected, are engaged in their work, 
and feel competent, is critical for student 

success.1

1. “The Importance of School Climate.” Special Olympics Inc. 

Outcomes of Project UNIFY in NC
•Students have more positive attitudes 
toward all of their peers. 
•School communities of acceptance are 
formed where students feel welcome and 
included. 
•More high school students play sports. 
•Youth are core leaders in their school 
communities as they create change in their 
school climate. 

To learn more about the Unified Sports 
Collaboration between North Carolina High 

School Athletic Association and Special 
Olympics North Carolina, please contact: 

Andrea Stamm
Special Olympics North Carolina

Senior Sport Director 
919-719-7662 ext. 105

astamm@sonc.net

www.specialolympicsnc.com

Project UNIFY® 
The Unified Sports® 

Collaboration between North 
Carolina High School Athletic 

Association and Special 
Olympics North Carolina

North Carolina



Special Olympics Project UNIFY
Project UNIFY is built upon the premise that 

in order to have the greatest impact, the 
change process needs to start with young 

people. Project UNIFY brings youth with and 
without intellectual disabilities together 
through education, sports and related 

initiatives that promote acceptance, respect 
and human dignity for all students. 

 

Over 120 schools across North Carolina are 
actively participating in Project UNIFY. 

And your school is one of them! 

Current initiatives at your school may 
include: 

  •Youth rallies to educate the student
 body about Project UNIFY.
 •R-word
 campaigns to
 emphasize
 the hurtful
 and exclusionary
 effect of using the word “retard” or
 “retarded”. 
 •Buddy or sport clubs to bring special
 and traditional education students
 together. 

A New Partnership 
Special Olympics is, first and foremost, a 
sports organization made up of athletes of 
all ability levels, training and competing in 
Olympic-type sports. 

A partnership between Special Olympics 
North Carolina and NCHSAA is a natural fit. 
This Unified Sports® collaboration introduces 
Project UNIFY’s theme of inclusion into the 
athletic departments.  

Ways to Participate
Open Training to Special Education Students

Offer special education students the 
opportunity to train in varsity sports 
alongside their traditional education peers, 
for example track and field.  

Certify Student-Athletes as SONC Coaches

Special Olympics North Carolina will work 
with you to provide a training for student 
athletes to become certified Special Olympics 
coaches. 

Student-athletes are able to fulfill their 
community service requirements while 
coaching. 
Create a Unified Sports® Team

Unified Sports will bring students with and 
without intellectual disabilities together on 
the same team. 

Special Olympics 
North Carolina 
currently offers 
competition in 
Unified Sports® 
volleyball. 

Other team sports competitions may be 
offered depending upon school interest and 
participation. 

The U.S. Department of Education, 
through the U.S. Office of Special 
Education Programs, is a major 

funding source for Special Olympics 
Project UNIFY.

Funding is available to 
support Unified Sports 

Programs in your school. 

Together with the NCHSAA, Special Olympics 
North Carolina believes Project UNIFY will 
create change throughout the state through 
the joy of sports.  


